Walking in the Truth #7
“The Church Bully”
          3 John 9-15

Intro:
Have you ever played team building games with a Parachute?

· 20 ft. of light canvass… toss a ball; capture air; the wave

· A 100 yard race… all 20 team member holding parachute


Different paces; one stumble, all stop; who would lead?

· Lesson = Even something simple is a challenge, Together!

t/s – Church is Life Together.  

Our call is not only to follow Jesus; Follow Him Together!

Today, finish John’s short letters, “Walking in the Truth”


The Church often stumbles over Practical, Relational issues.


(not Doctrinal --- 2 John)

READ 3 John 9-15

ILL – Mom telling me stories about her little church…


… confused… who is who, not all background…

Recreate a bit of the Context:

Old John writing to Gauis about a man named Diotrephes.  Gauis and Diotrephes were members of the same local church.  Gauis lived a life of love and truth in Jesus.  He may have lived far from the rest of the church, might also have been sick and missed some gatherings because John is informing him of Diotrephes’ bad behavior.  Diotrephes is acting like a bully; putting himself above everyone else.  Gauis needs to step up and help put a stop to it.
Don’t let the Bully take the Lead.
READ vs. 9-12 again with comment of vs. 12 as refutation of Bully
ILL – AT Robertson, born during Civil War, Greek scholar.


Six volume Word Pictures in the New Testament. (1933)


Forty years ago I wrote an article on Diotrephes for our


Denominational paper.  25 deacons cancelled their 
subscription because they felt personally attacked!

No titles are given for Gauis and Diotrephes.  Not the Issue.

Pastors, Deacons, Laymen --- Chrmn. of Finance com.--- No titles!
Not about Position or Title --- character --- Church Bully.


Diotrephes wanted to RULE the church!

Don’t let the Bully take the Lead.

Note:  Value of preaching through books of the Bible:

Preventative Medicine.  You don’t have to wonder who I am 
trying to hammer with this Bible text!

Don’t let the Bully take the Lead.

Diotrephes is described with one word, philoproteuon… 


Loves to be first; loves to have the preeminence.

Ill - “A microchip description that stores a world of information”


I think I have met Diotrephes!
t/s – Let’s unpack the character and behavior of a church bully:
You might be a Diotrephes (church bully) if:

1. You Resist and Resent Authority.


Vs. 9 – does not Receive US.
--- John’s letter and carrier

Diotrephes refused to obey John’s instruction; refused to 

Extend hospitality to John’s missionaries who carried letter.


He thumbed his nose at John’s authority!

2. You use Words as Weapons to hurt the brethren.

Vs. 10 – unjustly accusing us with wicked words


Words like a boiling kettle… untrue and evil.


Ill – sticks and stones….  Not True!

For the Church bully, Words are the Weapon of choice.
3. You Intimidate & Eliminate people who disagree with you.


Vs. 10b – Forces all to comply or Leave!
· More than his personal conviction; forced the others to share his position!


Ill – I knew a church bully once… No Coffee in Classroom.



Threaten not to come; stop tithing; scowl with arms 


crossed…. Whole adult class either submit or leave!

4. You put Yourself above the Church.

Personal Power above congregational Health.

Rather than seeking the Kingdom of God; the church bully 
seeks to build a little kingdom for himself.

He loves to have the preeminence!


Col. 1:18 – Jesus is the Head of the body… 



in All things He has Preeminence!


Ill – a cartoon caricature…  exaggerated details


--- big nose, blond hair, well built….

App – maybe you are not a bad as Diotrephes, but you can spot the 
resemblance!  Repent!
The Challenge:  John is not writing to the church Bully.



He is writing to beloved Gauis… Stand up to the Bully!

Don’t let the Bully take the Lead.
Vs. 11 – 12 – Gauis, you stand up and welcome Demetrius.


Diotrpehes’ behavior is EVIL and unacceptable.

· The Bully counts on the passive compliance of the group.

Just this once I will go along to keep the peace.


I don’t agree, but don’t want to fight.
In Kingdom of God, Leaders are Servants who put themselves Last!
Tell the story of Mark 10: 32-45 and share the Gospel.


Through Cross to Glory…  James and John wanted glory!


Others became jealous… misunderstanding Kingdom of God.


Jesus, “… FIRST, must be the servant of All.”

For even I came not to be served, but to serve and to give my life as a ransom for many!

