Walking in the Truth #6
Supporting Missionaries
3 John 5-8

Intro:
John left the Sanhedrin rejoicing.  Unusual…shocking.

He had just been flogged for preaching Jesus…

· Trial, Peter, did not try to defend himself and the apostles; instead, he shared the Gospel of Jesus --- death of Cross, resurrection, forgiveness and new life in Spirit.

· Warned to stop again and “flogged” = 39 lashes with a triple strap whip; kneeling – two on back, one on chest.  (some men died from the flogging)
(Acts 5)
· They went on their way rejoicing; they had been considered worthy to suffer shame “For the Sake of the Name!”

For the Sake of the Name
Person 

The character and nature of Jesus --- God Incarnate



Who came to Give Life through His Death.

Preeminence
THE Name… The Name above every Name.



No other Name under heaven given among men by…

Persecution
For the sake of = on behalf of, for the glory of



Consistently used in the context of shame, suffering,

risk and even death….

· Jesus, “Saul, you will suffer for the sake of...

· James, “Silas risked his life for the sake of …

· Paul, “I am ready to die for the sake of the Name”

For the Sake of the Name
t/s – He uses it in 3 John 5-8

That is a powerful phrase, very important to John.  I imagine he thought of that flogging every time he used it.

Review – Pursue and Pray for the Prosperity of the Soul.

READ
Support those who go out for the Sake of the Name.

Gaius helped Missionaries who went out from John’s church.

Vs. 5 – Brethren and Strangers refer to the same people.


Vs. 6 – Send them on their Way = Bring Froward (KJV)



A technical term for missionary support in NT


Vs. 7 – Accepting nothing from gentiles = lost people

Vs. 8 – “Support” = Receive as Guests… Hospitality

When these missionaries (teaching the Gospel) came to Gaius, he did not treat them like beggars, he treated them like Brothers; he honored them in a way worthy of God.  He gave them hospitality, help, encouragement and financial support.

Support those who go out for the Sake of the Name.
a) 20% of Giving; mainly through CP --- IMB and NAMB
b) 32 churches started in North America since 2014

c) Our own IMB units (slides)


Support = Money; Prayer; Visit; Mission House; etc…



“…In a Manner Worthy of God!”

Why We Support Missionaries?
(Two Motives in Vs. 8)
Obligation
Exp – John uses an important word in vs. 8 – OUGHT

A guiding sense of Obligation

These men and women are willing to suffer to carry the


Gospel message; the lost people will not support them;


We are responsible to treat them in a way that honors God.


Act Faithfully (vs. 5)

Ill -  Hendricks “It is a weakness in the fabric on modern life that 

   the “Ought” is often missing.”

· We do what we feel like doing; what we want to do; we satisfy our desires, dreams; curiosities; not our Obligations!

App – Let me talk to everyone under 70… Common Assumption:  
People now and in future will Give out of passion not 
Obligation!  (coddled, spoiled, selfish and shallow)

Embracing OUGHT is primary difference between a boy and a man!
Support those who go out for the Sake of the Name.
Because we OUGHT to  (Obligated to Christ, Missionaries, Lost)
Opportunity (8b)

Exp – so that we may be fellow workers with the Truth.

BE = Keep on Becoming… sun ergoi… Together Workers


Grammar allows both
a) Fellow workers for the truth  (cooperating to advance)
b) Fellow workers with the truth.  (associative instru. case)
The Truth = a collection of ideas, the body of Christian revelation.

The Truth = The ONE Who is the Way the Life and the Truth!



Jesus Christ Himself Who dwells within us; and,



is Working Still in this World.

Paul said of Apollos and himself, “We are fellows workers with God!”

THUS, the Opportunity….

· Not merely to cooperate with our brothers and sister.  That would be enough!  We work with them, by supporting them.  (I rejoice in that thought with Washa!)
· To Work Together with Jesus --- The Senders and the Sent working with the Lord of the Harvest!

Ill – A Young man interviewed me this week.  He asked, “What are 
the best memories of your childhood?”  I was a little surprised 
to hear myself answer:  Working with my Dad.


“Old men seldom talk about their fathers without crying”


Surprised by the fondness of memory AND the With.


Not working FOR my Dad; working WITH my Dad!

App – The OUGHT is the Opportunity!

Jesus is Working --- Among the Nations and your Neighbors.


(cities of India; exploding youth of S. Africa; refugees in M.E.)


You have this Opportunity to Work Together With Him!

