Walking in the Truth #4  “Truth, Love and Boundaries”  2 John 10-13

Intro:  Julie and I went to the Matisse exhibit last week..


… Much discussion about those who influence an artist.


*  Who influenced John>>>   Jesus



John 15: 9-19

Intensely Practical Matter… Boundaries for Truth and Love.

2 John 10-13
Read with Comments

VS. 10

Context of travelling teachers seeking hospitality.



Hospitality was solidarity and Support



“house” = individual’s home or Church


This Teaching == Biblical Christology




Authority; Identity and Exclusivity



Content of their message… not personality, delivery

Vs. 11

“participates” = koinonia… shares



“Evil Deeds” is very strong language…harsh.




(these are not axe murderers)



Do not lend them your credibility, legitimacy!

Vs. 12

Limited by economy of paper or time?



Or… Inappropriate for a letter… Face to Face.



Note:  Urgent Need to write a quick note of Direction



Lit., “Mouth to Mouth”; hear tone, see facial, touch arm



Fullness of Joy…. Influence of Jesus…

Vs. 13

“Children” and not lady supports idea of churches.

· Many House churches in large city  (150+ CBA)

· Sister… Family; 


Chosen… John 15 == important to Jesus!

Blood Bought (Acts 20) and Chosen…
Practical Realities of Love and Truth:

1. Love is more than Being Nice.


Objection = Refusing Hospitality seems unkind… Unchristian?

· Jesus shared meals with Sinners!

· He also made a whip of ropes and cleansed the Temple…  Whitewashed tombs… Hypocrites!

· Context of corrupt Religious Truth Claims

2. Truth might Offend.

· John was asking them to violate some cultural norms.

· Not petty religious preferences… Core Christlogy


Ill – Friend would not allow Morman to pray in his church



during a community Thanksgiving service.

3. We Need Fellowship/Partnership with our Brothers and Sister in the Truth.

· Face to Face

· Sister churches…  We need them; They need us!




Not insignificant
Chosen




Not competitors
Sisters

