Walking in the Truth #1  
“Truth about The Truth”
2 John 1-3

Intro:
I have been looking forward to this Sunday; 


Settle into the Word… 2 & 3 John over Summer AM & PM

· Ministry of Word = Sowing Seed and Feeding the Flock.


Both speak to Confidence in Productivity

· I love to preach the Word and You love to Hear it preached

2 & 3 John – Each less than 250 words… On piece of paper


Walking in the Truth


HA. Ironside – Candian American.. Moody Bible Church


God Forbid that we should traffic in unlived truth.

2 John 1-3
(Read)


Note:  The Elder – John the beloved disciple, late, Ephesus.

· I will tell you why this evening

· Authority and Intimacy  (not a title)



The chosen lady = a local church and members

· could be a person; I will tell you why tonight.

· Speaks to the Value of the church… Bride of Christ

TRUTH – used four times in first 3 verses… important word for John


John used Truth 47 times in NT… 10 in this two pages!


OT – Truth is that which is Firm, solid, Reliable.



God is True; God’s Word/Promises are True.


NT – Truth is what is Genuine; way things Really Are.


John – Truth is Jesus; The Message of Jesus; Gospel.



Reliable (not shifting); Right (not wrong); Real (fake)

t/s – before John speak to some specifics about Walking in the Truth;


John states his assumptions…

Basic Truth about The Truth

We Can Know the Truth
Exp – Vs. 1b – All who know the Truth… Christians Know the Truth.


We understand and have embraced what is Reliable, Right and


Real.  We Know the Truth!

· Perfect Tense = a past experience that carries into the present --- those who have come to know; and still know

· This is a confidence that sounds like Arrogance to many.

Ill – Pilate and Jesus… I have come to testify to the truth.  Everyone 
who is of the truth hears My voice.


What Is Truth?  (Turned his back and walked away from Jesus)

App – We Cannot know the Truth (left on our own)


Jesus came to reveal the Truth… John 1:17; 8:31

t/s – It gets even better

The Truth Abides in Us

Exp – Vs. 2 – Truth is not merely propositional, Personal.


Abide is Jesus language… Jesus Abides in us, we in Him.


John 14:6 – I am the Truth


John 14-16 – Spirit of Truth within…

· Truth is like a seed planted within us…growing & guiding

App – Tendency to make Truth Propositional and external.

John (Jesus) Truth is more… Personal and Internal…

t/s – How can you know that you know?

The Truth Compels US to Love One Another.

Exp – John speaks of Loving the Church…


The Elect Lady (corporate) and her children (individuals)

a) I love in Truth… for the sake of the Truth. 

b) All who Know the Truth love the Church.

Ill – Many often make this claim… Love Jesus; pursuit Truth…


This claim reeks of pride, superiority… Old as False Teachers
App – The Truth = Jesus Died for His Church… Chosen Lady!


Church is the Bride of Christ… Know This = Love Them.

Conclusion

Before we leave this text, I want to take some time with John’s benediction… Vs. 3a

Conventional Christian Language… not really John’s…

Change:  Future Indicative, not Optative

· More than a wish, A Promise!

The Gospel Promise… The Father gives through His Son, Jesus.

Picture:
A Mountain Spring deep in the Rock.



The river flowing from that spring



A clear, quiet mountain lake fed by the river.

Grace = The well spring of unconditional love in the heart of God.

Mercy = That unconditional Love Extended to a sinful person.

Peace = His Love Experienced… the blessed effects..

Through Jesus --- Gospel

You can know Peace (total well-being) as you experience Mercy through the blood of Jesus, God sent Son.. Full of Grace and Truth.
