“Walk in Freedom” – Galatians 5:1-6

Read Galatians 5:1-6
There are two things we all want.  

1. To be holy…state of blameless

2. To be heroic…status of greatness

At our best we want to achieve the state of holy, and at our best we want to secure the status of heroic.  And the default mode of the human heart is to try to achieve these things through performance.  

To redeem ourselves when we do wrong.  

To prove ourselves to a watching world.  

And here is what the book of Galatians shows us: living in this self-reliant performance of redeeming yourself through moral behavior, and proving yourself through whatever you may do, is bondage.  

ILL: When we live this way we’re like Sisyphus.  Always trying, but never achieving.  

And here’s what we see in the book of Galatians.  The gospel liberates people who trapped in this kind of slavery (redeeming and pursuing).  For in Christ we receive…

Justification – we’re made right = blameless

Adoption – we’re made sons of God =greatness

Read v. 1

In Christ you’re free… 

You’re right with God.  

You’re a child of God.  

You’re set free from…the penalty of sin, the power of sin, the curse of the law, the tyranny of the devil, the wrath that you deserve.  
This is what Galatians is all about, and after a long defense of the gospel in chapters 1-4, this is what Paul reminds the Galatians of here in v. 1a.  

And he follows this truth with a command (1b) – live free.  

Stated positively

Stated negatively 

T/S: Here, before we get into v. 2-4, it’s important to remember the context of Galatians.  False Teaching – Since Jesus was the Jewish messiah, you need to become good Jews. 

Since circumcision was the issue which threatened to enslave the churches of Galatia, Paul speaks to it in v. 2-4. 
Read v. 2-4
a) If (not yet happened) you “accept circumcision” (2), then

b) You are “obligated to keep the whole law” (3);

c) And since circumcision commits you to the whole law, it then makes you who is seeking to be “justified by the law” (v. 4).

Paul’s response…

a) Accept this…and “Christ will be of no advantage to you.” (2)

b) Accept this…and “You are severed from Christ.” (4) 

c) Accept this…and “You have fallen away from grace.” (4)  

Why circumcision? 

It was more than just a physical surgery.  

It was a theological statement which was making works necessary for salvation.  A theological statement which said:  

“Faith alone in Jesus is insufficient for salvation.”  

“Christ helps, but we must also do our part.”

Quick clarification (≠ teaching that you can lose your salvation)…

This implies that salvation is by faith + works.  If you can do something to lose it, then you have to do something to keep it.

This runs contrary to the wide teaching of the Scripture which speaks to the permanency of eternal life.  

ILL: Imagine you’re traveling down a road, and you come to a fork in the road.  

Pointing to one road is a sign which says, “Law,” and pointing toward another road is a sign which says, “Grace.”

You can’t go down both roads.  You have to choose.     

Paul’s saying…You can’t have it both ways.  It’s impossible to receive Jesus (a claim that you can’t save yourself) and also receive circumcision (a claim that you can save yourself).  

Paul’s reminding us here that the gospel is rooted only in Jesus.  

And although adding to the gospel may seem insignificant, in actuality; when you modify the gospel, you completely destroy the gospel.  

T/S: I close by pointing out how v. 5 describes the life of freedom.  

I assert that it is describing the life of freedom because of the pronoun “we” – in contrast to “you” in v. 4.  

Read v. 5

Explain “hope of righteousness”

1. Free people wait for the last day through the Spirit.  

The Christian life is a life of freedom because it’s lived in the power of the Spirit.  Christ died for you so that he could live life in you.  The Christian life is the outliving of the indwelling Christ.  

2. Free people wait for the last day by faith.  

The faith described in v. 5 is not merely a past decision.  The Christian life begins by faith, and the Christian life continues by faith.  

T/S: You and I are tempted to forget the identity we have in Christ and return to our old ways of achieving our identity through trying to redeem ourselves and prove ourselves.  

This is bondage. Jesus died to set you free from this.  

Conclusion: 
1. Remember what He has done for you. 

2. Reject all forms of the Jesus-Plus gospel.  

3. Walk in the freedom you have by waiting for Jesus…

With faith.

With the help of the Holy Spirit.

