The Great Reversal #5
“Overruled”

1 Samuel 2: 1-10
Open to 1 Samuel 2: 1-10; one last lesson from Hannah, return to her song.  I have enjoyed these five weeks and appreciate your appetite.

Intro:
Eleven weeks from today we will gather at 10:00 for Christmas


Morning Worship.  I wrote our Advent devotionals based on 
Mary’s song in Luke 1, The Magnificat.  (Tell Story)

t/s – Mary’s Song is very similar to Hannah’s.  Mary has clearly been reflecting on Samuel’s Book as she travels to the hill country of Judah.

· Your Servant; Unbridled Joy; My child is Not just about me, All God’s people; Reversal…God Lifts Lowly
· Connection is last word of Hannah… Anointed.

Read vs. 10b – Note: Horn = Strength, Worth, Prestige
Hannah is the first person to call the King of Israel, the LORD’s Anointed… Messiah.  
It should not surprise us to hear Hannah singing about a king for the people of God.  The expectation of a king is as old as Abraham.  That expectation had intensified as the judges failed.  Eli’s corrupt sons made the people murmur for a king.  
Somehow, Hannah has discerned that her boy, Samuel would have something to do with a new era, a King.  Of course, she is right, Samuel becomes the King-maker; he anoints David as King.

David seems to be the Answer to this prayer; but he failed to fulfill the hope.  Only Mary’s Son, Jesus, the Messiah, will forever set things right.

Hannah sings a song of praise to the God Who sets things right, Who reverses this backwards, broken world.  That reversal will come about through the rule of His Anointed King.

1 Samuel 2: 1-10

Hannah saw dimly truth that shines brightly in Jesus.  Let me make it personal this morning.
God Overrules Your Life.

Overrule – to prevail over so as to change.

To Overrule requires the Power to Change and a Willingness to Intervene.  The LORD of Hosts has Both.
He is Able to Order the World however He chooses.  He is Taking Action --- LORD is the subject of 18 different verbs  (58 words)

Vs. 7 – He brings Low and He Exalts…

Brings Low:
Proud, Loud, strong, full, fruitful, rich, noble.

Lifts Up:
humble, weak, hungry, barren, poor and needy.

By the end of Samuels book, 


Peninnah, Eli’s sons, Goliath and the Philistines are humbled.


Hannah, Samuel, David (8th son), and Israel are exalted.

God is willing and Able to bring about a Great Reversal.

God Overrules Our Lives.

If you are Up  (status, power, wealth) Be Careful, Be Humble.

If you are Down  (poor, weak, failed, broken)  Lift Up Your Head.

God Overrules Our Lives.

He can prevail in your life so as to bring about change.
ILL – Think about Goliath the giant, mocking the LORD and taunting 
His people.  Goliath thought the LORD could not Prevail.  Saul 
thought the LORD would not intervene.  

David, believed the LORD Overrules our Lives…Prevails over 
so as to bring change.
God Overrules Our Lives.

This Truth comes to full Light in Jesus.
Tell story of Luke 4: 16-21…  I am here to Set Things Right.


The Anointed One



Good News for Poor



Release for captives



Sight for blind



Freedom for Oppressed

A Great Reversal…

He said some of the most upside down things…. Reverse Reality:


Blessed are the Poor, the Meek, the Mourning


To find your life, you must lose it


Leaders must be Servants


If you want to be My disciple, take up your cross

He rode into Jerusalem on a Donkey, like David with his sling.

The people with Status (religious establishment and Rome) rejected Jesus.  They wanted to preserve their position so they nailed Him to the Cross….  
God Said, “Overruled!”  
Resurrected, Exalted, Lord.
Jesus came declaring the Kingdom of God is Here.

Repent and Believe the Good News.

· It is hard for people who are Up to Repent.

· It is hard for people who are Down to Believe.

Up or Down, we must kneel together at the Cross of Jesus.

