The Great Reversal #4        “Then Hannah Prayed”        1 Sam. 2: 1-2

Then Hannah Prayed

Chapter two begins with those three words, Then Hannah prayed.  We understand the long history behind those three little words; the deep, deep well of her experience that produced the prayer.

· Hannah’s Heartache

· Hannah’s prayer to LORD of Hosts and Vow

· Eli’s promise, Hannah’s Peace; LORD Remembered her…

· Birth of Son, Samuel… I asked for Him… LORD asks for Him

· Staying away from Worship to Wean… staying away from Shiloh… Worshipping, praying, Singing… preparing; understanding; celebrating…  She composed a prayer.


We Read what she prepared for the special day of Dedication!


t/s – some say Hannah could not have written such a poem --- 



the poetry too well developed, theology too advanced


I say, why not Hannah?  This woman of remarkable faith; 


of perfect submission, Who made worship a way of life.

READ 1 Samuel 2: 1-10

ILL – Dr. Paul Brown’s story about a preacher that bragged he


Had so much to say he didn’t know where to begin.


“Why don’t you start near the end.”

t/s – I want to let most of Hannah’s prayer simmer for a week.  Let 
you meditate, marinate until next Sunday…Great Reversal.

Today:  Let’s ask Hannah to teach us to pray
Read VS. 1-2 Again with comments


Exults = rejoice, unlimited, unrestrained Joy (rider cup)


Horn = worth, strength, beauty, … Dignity/prestige


Speak boldly = enlarged… Big Talk… Trash Talk!?

VS. 2 – No One (3X’s)… Holy, unrivaled, Rock

Hannah teaches us How Prayer Moves ---

· From heart to mouth


Hannah could, not, would not be silent… She had a Testimony


ILL – First man I heard play a guitar… Mr. Gray… church



If you’re happy and you know it say Amen.



If you’re saved and you know it say Amen


App – Listen brother… Open Your Mouth in Praise.



Jesus… Hosanna, Blessed, Messiah… Tell them to stop




If they remain silent, the stones will cry out!

· From My to Our


Intensely personal; My heart, My horn, My mouth, My enemie



Vs. 2b – Our God… Israel… the people of God.

· From Hannah to the LORD


Vs. 1 – Hannah’s personal experience…




Overwhelming Sadness to unrestrained Joy




Pressed down to Lifted Up




Defeated and Disrespected by enemies…


Vs. 2 – PIVOT… Hannah’s focus shifts to the LORD.



He is Holy



He is Unrivaled



He is the Rock….  2 Samuel 22: 2-3
The Pivot Point = I rejoice in Your salvation.
Hannah teaches us this prayer Lesson.

Prayer launches from our personal experience, but comes to orbit around the LORD.

Note:  Same pattern in Chapter One



Woman Oppressed pouring heart out… LORD of Hosts

Our prayers often wander aimlessly in sentimentality without ever expressing theology… never coming to Obit around the Cross.

I rejoice in Your Salvation.

Can you say that?  
Has the LORD saved you?  Is this a settled reality you can celebrate!

Deep in my heart there’s a gladness; Jesus has saved my from sin!
Do you have that Testimony?!
(Gospel)
ILL – George Lennard wrote a letter to his wife on New Year’s Eve, 
1863.  He left home as a private in the 57th Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry and survived some of the most gruesome fighting of 
the western theater… Shiloh, stones River, 
missionary 
ridge… commissioned Lieutenant.


Struggling with death, Guilt… He longed for …

a clear and well defined hope that all would be well with me in the world to come.

Do you have that clear and well defined hope of heaven?


(sins forgiven and victory of enemy… Death)

Can you pray with Mother Hannah… I rejoice in Your Salvation?

If so, You have something to Sing about!!

If not… Come to Jesu today.

