The Great Reversal #3  “Worship as a Way of Life”
1 Samuel 1: 19-28

Intro:  Samuel stands as a giant in the Bible.  He moves the people of 
God through a period of change; from political and moral 
chaos to the anointing of David.  Samuel is so strong, so 
grounded, such clarity, consistency and conviction…

· To Understand, we must meet his parents…. Mother Hannah.

Review:  Reality… Honest about Reality, LORD of Hosts is Real.



Peace as we Yield to the authority of the LORD

Declare an Assumption about Hannah and Elkannah:  Worship.  As we read their story Worship is assumed as a Way of Life.

In Chapter one alone; seven references to their Worship.  They are always going to Worship.  Peterson, when God is our primary Reality, Worship is our primary Activity!
1 Samuel 1: 19-28 begins and ends with Worship

A Word about Worship before we Read.

Worship = Bowing


Seeing the LORD for Who He Is (LORD of Hosts)

Seeing ourselves as the LORD Sees Us.


Seeing the World as the LORD sees It.  


(Hannah’s Vow… Israel needs a Man of God!)

Ill – Isaiah 6 which I read earlier….  Isaiah’s Worship Model


I saw the LORD; Holy; the King, LORD of Hosts


Woe is my…. Unclean… Forgiven


Send me to this Stubborn hard hearted People

Worship was a Way of Life for Hannah and her Family.
Note:  Their Place of Worship was a Mess!


The Priest was old and out of touch.  His sons were leading


Worship and they were worthless.  They abused the 
worshippers; immoral; They didn’t know the LORD!

ILL – Visit the Grand Canyon and complain about the Gift Shop!

    Park Ranger Rude; Parking crowded… No memory of the Canyon!

Worship was a Way of Life for Hannah and her Family.

Chicken or the Egg; Character or Worship

1 Samuel 1: 19-28 – Two basic aspects of Worship

READ with Comments

Vs. 19 – LORD remembered her = Not, Hannah had slipped His mind

· Remember = Fulfilled His agreed upon promise

Vs. 23 – Elkanah had the authority to overrule Hannah’s vow.



Vow was something they kept together



Vow was made in response to the LORD’s Word.

Vs. 24 – Three Bulls… corresponding amount of flour… Generous.

Vs. 28 – Dedicated, Given, Lent… Entrusted


   “He” worshiped… Elkannah or Samuel; unclear… ALL

Worship was a Way of Life for Hannah and her Family.

Worship Makes Us Willing to Give.

Exp – Hannah came to Worship the LORD by Giving.

· She Gave a Generous Gift (24)

· She Gave Samuel into the LORD’s Service



Ministering before the LORD (2:11; 18-21)


Does is seem extraordinary to you… Outrageous!?!

Ill – Last chapter of Samuel, David acquires a place for worship that 

Will become the site of the Temple.  Owner wants to give it.


I will not offer worship to the LORD which costs me nothing!

App – Hannah and Elkannah were Givers; They gave of themselves 
and their resources as a Way of Life.  They were Worshippers.



Faith = The LORD of Hosts can provide.



Vision = The LORD of Hosts is at Work.


Ill – In service of Worship…. Offering.

Worship Sets us Free to ASK.

Exp – This text is dominated by a focus on Asking the LORD.


Vs. 20 – Samuel = Name of God (he over whom Name of God)



Sounds like the Hebrew root for ASK… Vs. 27

Hannah’s Story is a Story of Worship as Asking!


Worship as Giving makes sense; but worship as Asking?!


Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you,

And you will honor Me.  (Psalm 50:15)


Call to Me and I will answer you…  (Jer. 33:3)


I will call upon the LORD, Who is worthy to be praise;


So shall I be saved from my enemies!  (David)


When David brought to Ark to Jerusalem He order Worship


Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His Name, make known 
His deeds among the peoples
ILL – Two beggars cry out to Jesus as He passes by in crowded 
Jericho… on His way to Lay down His life in Jersusalem.

· He Stopped, called them to come near…

· What do you want me to do for you?

App – What are you ASKING from the LORD?


Clarity

Humility
Honesty
Faith


If you are Not Asking… 
Fear 
(I don’t Trust Him)






Pride
(I don’t Need Him)

The LORD delights when we ASK.

Worship was a Way of Life for Hannah:  Giving and Asking.

Prayer

Invitation – Have you ever Asked Jesus to Save you?



Call Upon the Name of the LORD to be Saved.



Salvation is found in Asking and Giving.
