The Great Reversal #2  “Peace that Passeth Understanding”  1 Sam 1

Intro:
Last Sunday we began to learn from Mother Hannah.


Hannah set herself against the way things were… she is used 
by God as a catalyst for a Great Reversal.


Hannah did not deny the Reality of her emotions, situation.


Hannah would not deny the Greater Reality… LORD of Hosts.

LORD of Hosts = used 250+ times in OT (first, here)


LORD is the covenant Name, personal Name…revealed 
character and covenant relationship.


HOSTS speaks to a vast, numberless angel army.  He sits


Enthroned with unrivaled, inexhaustible power!


The King, The Commander, the Lord Almighty!

A Stubborn, Bold Faith Claim.  She was a barren woman, living in the midst of a barren people, coming to pray in a broken down tabernacle.
Hannah is honest about her Reality; and the LORD of Hosts is Real.

1 Samuel 1: 9-19a

We are struck by the way Hannah is transformed.  The before and after photo is striking!

· Before – Away from Family, no appetite, Emotional wreck

· After – Worshipping with Family, Eating, Returning home and



Her face is no longer sad… countenance changed!

Note:  Nothing about her actually circumstances have changed.


Same Home, Same Family, No Baby….

In prayer, Hannah found the Peace that passes Understanding.


Philippians 4: 6-7

Notice a few aspects about Hannah’s Prayer

· Honest Emotion (10, 15-16)

You don’t have to get control of your emotions to pray.


ILL – As parents… child not free to share feelings!

· Clear Petition (11)– Ask, Ask, Ask  “Look, Remember, Give!”
Full SUBMISSION
Hannah Found Peace through Submission to the LORD.

Submission = To give over, to Yield to His power and Authority.

We find Peace when we Yield to the Authority of the LORD.

Notice how the text puts emphasis on Hannah’s Perfect Submission.

1. Worship (19a) = To Bow Down, prostrate Oneself

2. Vow (11) – You will give… I will give  (more next week)




We exist to Serve Your Purpose and Glory

3. Maidservant – Hannah keeps calling herself the LORD’s 


Servant Girl!  (maidservant, handmaiden)

Five times in our text.  Three in Vs. 11.


Hannah was NOT referring to her position in Society; she was


declaring her position before the LORD!


YOUR Maidservant…Your Maidservant…Your Maidservant.


LORD seven times in 10 ½ verses…  


You are the LORD of Hosts.  I am Your Servant.

ILL – You are here Dot on a map…. Nothing else makes sense or 
matters until you get your bearings!

Move past How I feel; move beyond what I need.


Who Is the LORD and Who Am I.

Ill – Perfect Submission, all is at rest; I in My Savior…
We find Peace when we Yield to the Authority of the LORD.
We find Peace when we Yield to the Authority of the LORD.

· I know me; and I know You.  I trust You more than I trust me.

We find Peace when we Yield to the Authority of the LORD.

Objection:  Submission, Surrender, Yield… Just preacher talk for


     Giving up, quitting, resigning myself to whatever happens 

WEAK, Irresponsible Way of Life.
ILL – Come with me to a place called Gethsemane

Jesus is Praying…. Anticipating the Weight of our Sin
· He is Honest with Emotions… deeply grieved to death.

· He is Clear in Asking…  Take this Cup from Me!

· Perfect Submission…



Abba Father, All Power You



Not what I will but what You will!

We find Peace when we Yield to the Authority of the LORD.

Conclusion/Invitation

I read a proverb that describes the opposite of a life Yielded.

Proverbs 29:1

A man who hardens his neck after much reproof


Will suddenly be broken beyond remedy.

You have a choice today:  Yielded or Broken

Will you humble yourself under the Savior?!  (Gospel)

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!

    Thou art the Potter, I am the clay!

Mold me and make me after Thy will,

    While I am waiting, yielded and still.
