The Great Reversal #1
“Reality”

1 Samuel 1: 1-10

Intro:
CS Lewis once wrote that all of redemptive history narrowed 
and sharpened into a small, bright point like the tip of a spear:  
A Jewish girl at her prayers.
(Mary)


Something similar might be said of Hannah, over 1,000 years 
before Mary.  Things had pretty much fallen apart for Israel.


The country and culture were a mess.  Failure!

God went to work to change things, to change His people; to reverse their course.  In only a couple of generations, He moves them from a weak group of scattered tribes to a great nation that displays His glory.  The story is told in 1 & 2 Samuel, the story of a Great Reversal.  These books are dominated by three strong men --- Samuel, Saul and David.  But this redemptive story begins with a woman:  Mother Hannah.

Peterson, she stubbornly and prayerfully sets herself against the way things are, the circumstances handed her; and before you know it history is flowing in a different direction.  In the providence of God Hannah is the catalyst for initiating the Great Reversal.
1 Samuel 1: 1-10
A Description of Hannah’s Reality.

“Once Upon a Time” = I am about to tell you a story; not Real!

Vs. 1 - “There was a certain man…” – names and places.

Real Places in a Dark Time for Israel.

Vs. 3 – Shiloh with Eli, Hophni and Phinehas = Late period of Judges


Politically Weak, Economically disadvantaged, 


Morally compromised and Theologically corrupt!


Everyman doing what is right in his own eyes!

A demoralized priesthood, an alienated people, a silent God. MacClaren

Hannah Lived at A Real Time, in A Real Place with Real People!

Consider the People surrounding Hannah:

Elkanah 
Her husband loves her, he is generous and kind


clueless to her heartache “Why so sad, You have me!”

Eli and sons
Out of Touch, passive, totaly disqualified

Peninnah
All her children feasting at the same table…salt in her 

wound --- provoke, irritate, tease…
Sometimes the people in our lives are a Real Heartache.

Real time, real place, real people and Real Problem.

VS. 2 – But Hannah had no children --- Barren.

· Biblical motif from Sarah to Elizabeth

· Even in our culture, where women are no longer defined and valued by their ability to bear children, a powerful pain.

· We can imagine her Longings, frustrations, tears and prayer

Real Emotions

Hannah’s emotions surface in her actions:


Weeping; Loss of appetite; Isolation…


Vs. 1- “Greatly Distressed” = Bitter of Soul

The Reality of Hannah’s Life Situation was Heavy.

--- people, the circumstances, the disappointments, the Emotions

You can be Honest about your Reality.

ILL – Young Pastor out of seminary… Philippians… Be Joyful!


“If I was a good Christian I wouldn’t be so sad.”


Don’t Worry.  Be Happy. --- not in the Bible.


Over 1/3 of the song/prayers of Psalms are laments/Complaints

App – I know the burdens that many of you Bear.


You don’t have to deny or minimize in order to be Right with 
God.  You can be honest about your Reality.


Vs. 10 – Hannah prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly!

Hannah never Denied the Realities of her Life.

Hannah never Denied the Greater Reality, her Lord.

Vs. 3 – The LORD of Hosts in Shiloh

LORD of Hosts is used over 250 times in the OT to describe God.  The first time, 1 Samuel 1:3.
The LORD of a vast, numberless heavenly army.


Connected to Shiloh, the Ark of the Covenant, Sits Enthroned.


The majestic splendor of His rule.


The unrivaled, inexhaustible resource of his power in Battle.


Sufficient to lead Israel to overcome any crisis.


LORD as King and Commander of an overwhelming Army.

Nathan to David (2S 7); David to Goliath (1S 17); Samuel to Saul…

We are honest about our Reality; and the LORD of Hosts is Real.

The LORD of Hosts was as real to Hannah as the place, the people, the problem and the emotions.  In fact, a Greater Reality.
ILL – Stephen was being stoned.  His life knocked out of him ---


He SAW the glory of God and the risen Jesus standing at right

Fix your eyes on Jesus…Endured the Cross and sat down at right hand

We are honest about our Reality; and the LORD of Hosts is Real.
ILL – Lorrain Cantrell – 80’s, widowed, Social Security…


One Sunday evening a month we had a pianist who could play


Anything we asked her to play out of the hymn book!


Are you weary, are you heavy hearted?  Tell It to Jesus…


Are you grieving over joys departed?


Do the tears flow down your checks unbidden?

Weariness, heaviness, & grief were real for Lorraine; so was Jesus
