The Basics for Christians Citizens


1 Timothy 2: 1-7

Intro:
2016 has become a challenging and complicated year for


Christians citizens of the USA.  Presidential politics 
disappointing; religious liberty eroding, culture decaying…

· When Complicated, Confused; back to Basics!


ILL – Lombardi speech to best of best players…



“Gentlemen, this is a football”… BASICS!


Conservative Christians in an era of overconfidence, pride


Developed some bad habits, poor form… Back to Basics.

1 Timothy 2: 1-7
(Matt. 22:21; Acts 5:29; Romans 13: 1-7)

Be Thankful

Exp – This text calls us to Gratitude by direct command (vs. 1)


Also, Reflect on the context of Roman oppression.


Paul:  3 times rods; 5 times 39 lashes; once stoned; chains..



In prison more times than he could count!

Ill – Received word early this morning that on of our IMB ers

Arrived home safely… Not Legal to Share Gospel.

· Most Christians in North Korea in prison.

App – Engage; Debate; Defend… Stop Crying & Complaining!


Give Thanks!  Give Thanks!

Be Loyal.  Be a Good Loyal Citizen

Exp – Vs. 2b – Living in Peace and with a Godly Dignity…


1 Peter 2: 13, 15

· Respect Public Servants  (hold in high esteem)

· Participate in the Public Square  (vote, run, serve…)

· Pray for Leaders

Ill – Tertullian (2 generations), “for the Emperor the Christians 


pray for long life, secure dominion, a safe home, a faithful 
senate, a righteous people and a world at peace”

App – First, take the plank out of your own eye!

Focus on Getting the Gospel to All.

Exp – This paragraph is dominated by the word, ALL.


Pray for ALL


God desires ALL to be saved


Jesus died as a Ransom for ALL

· False Teachers in Ephesus Excluding some people/groups.


Jews, not Gentiles; Free, not slaves; Rich, not poor; 


US, not THEM!

Vs. 3-4 – God Our Savior (jab at Caesar)..desires All Saved



Knowledge of Truth… Gospel (vs. 6 – Ransom)

     How can we be so Sure the Gospel is for All without Distinction?

1. There is only One Way to One God. (5)

2. Jesus Died as Ransom for ALL (6)

3. Paul sent to ALL ..gentiles. (7)

ILL – Identity Politics… focus on, appeal to interest groups.

Divide people based on sex, race, class, region, age, education

Appeal to their needs, interests, concerns… exclude others

As followers of Jesus Christ, do you know which group we are interested in?  ALL.  ALL.  ALL.  Beware of us against them.

App – We Focus on getting the Gospel to ALL people.  The most 
important cause; significant contribution we make as citizens
· Not all who are republicans, ALL; Conservative; Heartland; Moral; Legal; Born here; heterosexual; all who respect our values; who are like me or who like me…
· ALL

· 1 Timothy 1:15


Conclusion:  Repent of our Defensiveness born of Fear.

Paul said, “I can’t wait to get to Rome.”   Share the Gospel; the 
Power of God 
unto salvation for everyone who believes!

Go on the Offensive… Confidence…  Get the Gospel to ALL!

