Thanksgiving Perspective



Psalm 30
Intro:
In King Lear, Shakespeare says, “How sharper than a 



serpent’s tooth is to have a thankless child. 
t/s – God is our Father.  He feels that way.  Ingratitude grates on Him.


You know the response you have to fingernails on a chalkboard


That is Our Father’s response to Grumbling… Ingratitude.

David was a man after God’s own heart; to large degree, because David was a master of Giving Thanks.  

ILL – Imagine an opportunity to share the kitchen with a great


Cook preparing a Thanksgiving Feast…  

t/s – We are going to enjoy a Feast of Thanksgiving prepared by David

Psalm 30
“Orientation, Disorientation, Re-orientation”

A Psalm marked by Perspective:
*  From Prosperity (wealth, security, respect, Health, family)

*  Through Pain (Disease, Enemies gloating, weeping, Pit)

*  TO Perspective  (See clearly Now… )

Always either enjoying Prosperity or Gaining Perspective.

Can you Testify?  Before you experienced the dark night, the pit, the confusion and heartache of loss; you had limited perspective.
READ Psalm 30

· Vs. 3 – I lift You up because You brought me up!

t/s – a Few lessons we learn from David’s Thanksgiving Feast.

Thanksgiving is a Public Declaration (not private feeling)

Exp – We talked about this a few weeks ago in 1 Thes.


Vs. 1 & 12 – “I will…”  (A decision, action)


Vs. 9 – Declare Your Faithfulness…


Vs. 12 – Not be Silent!

App – Instead of working up a warm feeling of gratitude,

Why don’t you make a commitment to Give Thanks!

Prosperity Threatens Thanksgiving

Exp – Vs. 6-7 --- notice the 1st person pronouns… Me, I, my…


“Prosperity” – to be at rest, at Ease… Complacency & Pride!


David learned to credit the LORD’s Grace/Favor!

Ill – Martin Luther, “If in His gifts and benefits, God were more 
sparing and closed-handed, we should learn to be thankful… 
The greater God’s gifts, the less they are regarded!”

App – Stop equating Thanksgiving with Prosperity and Family.


A Full Table would probably Distract you!

If you do enjoy prosperity and family…  Be Careful!

Ill – Un-Loved Leah… Dysfuntional Family… Three sons

· Named … Jacob will see, Hear, be attached to me.

· Judah… This time I will Praise the LORD!

t/s – Speaking of Praise the LORD…
Thanksgiving should focus on the Giver, not His Gifts.

Exp – Counting our Blessings… Ignoring the Blesser!

Vs. 1-3 – Notice the repetition and emphasis, The LORD

Vs. 4 – His Holy Name… his Character…

· What He did…. Hearing, Healing, Helping
· Who He is…  Holy, Gracious, Faithful…

Ill – Tell the Story of Jesus and the Ten Lepers  (Luke 17)

Was no one found to give glory to God, except this foreigner?

App – Give Glory to God this Thanksgiving!
Conclusion
Notice the Last word…  Forever…


O LORD my god, I will give thanks to You Forever!

a) I will always, in every circumstance, Give You Thanks!
b) Forever == Eternity; without End… Eternity.


GOSPEL = Death, Resurrection and New Life!


If you will give Him Thanks Forever; you should give 
Him thanks today!

