The Hill Sermon #1
“A City On a Hill”

Matthew 5:14-16

Intro:
He leadeth me, O blessed thought; 
· He leads me; and He leads US… His Church.

· OH… sentimental, mystical nonsense…  Jesus Leads Us!?

Jesus Leads Us; He Guides His Church:

1. Jesus, “I will build My church.  I am with you always, …end!

2. Paul, “We are the Body; Jesus is our Head”

3. Peter, “We are the flock of God; Jesus is Chief Shepherd”

4. Your Confession… “Jesus IS Lord!”  (present reality)

t/s – In June, after much prayer and careful consideration, we decided


that the Lord was leading us to purchase the property next door
Now, we are going to pay for property  


We will Give Together $7 million; no long term debt by 2018

One Time, Nov. 1; Annual; Monthly for 36 months


Pay for Property; Put it into service; finish the Worship Space

Goal = Glorify God through unified, sacrificial, missional Obedience

The Hill = 
Communicate over next 3 or 4 weeks




Pray for Lord’s direction and provision (stir)



Obey  
This Property is NOT The Church; The Mission; Measure of Success

This Property IS:

· An Unexpected Opportunity


Ill – Paul’s change of plans…decision to stay in Corinth



“A wide door for effective service has opened”

· A Faithful Provision for the Future


Ill – Charlie Graves Pastor who led young church here 


“Plant a tree under whose shade you will never sit”


What excites me --- I don’t know all the ways we will use this 


property…I am confident the Lord Does!
· A Tool for our Work in this City

1. Evangelize our City (Upwards)
2. Reach Hispanic People (IBC)

3. Help Hurting Members  (Hope Is Alive – Groups)

4. Validate Gospel Witness and mobilize our people through relevant social ministries.  (Job Skills; food/benevolence)

5. Marked by a Generosity and Stewardship

This Moved fits, Supports our Mission!

The Hill is not just geographical, Missional… A Tool for Our Mission

Matthew 5: 14-16  
I see Gospel-centered ministries shining like a 


city set on that Hill.

The Basic Command to Let Your Light Shine ---

Two pictures:  an oil lamp on its ledge in a one room house.




(hide it under a bushel, No!)




A city set high on a hillside in Galilee that can




Be seen  (white limestone…day and night)

Who?

Vs. 14 – YOU is emphatic…  5:1-2 = His Disciples.




Not All people; Followers of Jesus.



App – A Word I dislike in church…Third person plural



They, Them, Theirs – -  Us, We, Our


How might the Lord put YOU to work?

How?

Vs. 16 – Good Works done so as to be Seen




“Before men”… “That they may see”




Public, Relevant, Significant Good!




“Good” = Beautiful…  More than Moral…



App – Jump into the middle of Social Problems



Serve in areas of concern, anxiety, Need.





Addiction Recovery; Racial Division




OKC Public Schools; Latch Key kids





(After School programs… )




t/s – Wait!  I thought Jesus condemned public giving/righteousness.


(Matt. 6:1) --- Key is heart… Motive…

Why?

Why should we seek to Shine out Light…

To Meet Needs -- Our City is in Darkness



Broken, hurting, deceived, divided…


ILL – Bob Woods story of couple with Son (11)  Daughter (7) 

to Carlsbad Caverns… deepest level Light off to 


dramatize darkness & silence.  Girl, frightened, began 

to cry.  “Don’t cry.  Somebody here knows how to turn 

on the lights.”

To Glorify Our Father  (Read vs. 16)

Working so as to be seen is not enough..  Glorify

ILL – Our Light is a spotlight on the Father!


(NOT, what a wonderful Church)
App – Look What God is Doing!  Psalm 115:1
Followers of Jesus Doing Beautiful and Relevant Good to penetrate darkness and show forth the Glory of God!
My conviction:  The Lord Who Lead us to purchase this property;




Will also Lead us to Put it into Service!
What is Our Light?
What light did they have to shine?  (gathered on hillside)

Unusual wealth; exceptional power; extraordinary talent


Not extraordinary people; simple, common Folk in Galilee.


… Who had a life-changing encounter with Jesus!

Our Light is Jesus!  We want to show people JESUS!
Our Doing Good is a Platform for the Good News  of Jesus.
