The Local Church #3

“Pillar of the Truth”
1 Timothy 3:15

Intro:
A few months ago the Barna Group published results of their


Research about church attendance.  “Unchurch” as people who


Have not attended in six months… 156 million US citizens!

· It would be the eighth largest nation in the world!  Slightly trailing Pakistan and Bangledesh!

T/s – Many of the “unchurched” claim to be Christians.

“I am spiritual, but not religious; I love Jesus, but not the church.”

In the Bible, we discover a different view of the Church.

· Jesus embraces her as, “My church.”

· The Bride of Christ.  The Body of Christ.

1 Timothy 3 declares a High view of Church… a Local Body.
So High, our corporate Identity compels our individual behavior.


Who WE are, governs How I Live!

Live like a Family of God


(Unity and Purity)

Live like a Church of the Living God
(Vitality)

t/s – Let’s return one more time for a third description of church.

1 Timothy 3: 14-16

Live for the Sake of the Gospel
Our church is a pillar and support of the Truth.

Pillar = An upright support … stable, dependable, strong

· Like Temple of Artemis in Ephesus with 127 60 ft. Pillars supporting the roof!

Support = Foundation or Bulwark….. Peterson “Bastion”
· Thus either a synonym for Pillar referring to support; or more of the idea of Protector and defender!

We, as a local church, Support and Protect THE Truth!
We Support and Protect the Truth of Scripture.  (Generally)

Exp – We are a Bible teaching, bible Preaching Church.  What you


Hear is an opening of the Word…  I have nothing worthwhile!


It is important for us to Get it Right and Keep it Right!

What the Bible teaches us about:


The world as the Creation of a strong, caring, purposeful God.


Justice for weakest… widows, foreigners, orphans and poor


Sexuality and Gender and Marriage and Family


Integrity, Honesty, Treating others like we want to be treated

We Support & Protect the Truth of The Gospel of Jesus (Specific)

Vs. 16 – Paul gets specific about the Truth by appealing to a 

hymn about Jesus…  (Paul composed…Ephesus sang)


“By common Confession” = We all agree and sing



Poetic = parallelism; “th” sound repeated; rhythm



Thus, not linear, not exhaustive… About Jesus.



“Mystery of Godliness” = Deep truth now revealed 



about God’s redemptive plan… gospel!




The Christian Life… Morality from Theology!


His Earthly Ministry:  





Incarnation, Resurrection; Ascension



His Work today:




Proclamation; Reception; Glory/Reign


Jesus came and His person and message have been vindicated.  
The gospel is being proclaimed, people are coming to faith and 
Jesus is glorified as He sits in heaven!


ILL – He came from Heaven to Earth, to show the Way;



From the earth to the Cross, my debts to Pay;


From the Cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky.
“The Truth” = the Truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

We, as a church, exist to support and defend; to uphold and proclaim; the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Ultimately, the Gospel is at Stake!
We Live for the Sake of the Gospel!

Live like the Family of God.  
Live like He is Alive in Your Midst.

Live for the Sake of the Gospel!

Every word I say; Every person I meet

Every dollar I make; every dollar I spend

Every day, every encounter, every neighbor, every deal…

Will this hurt or hinder the Gospel?!

If we are not supporting, sharing, advancing the Good News of Jesus, all of our efforts toward unity, purity and vitality become Pointless.

If we are not living together in unity, purity and vitality; all of our talk about Jesus and Life Change becomes nothing but Noise.

A lot of hand wringing these days about how the church no longer speaks to the culture with authority.  Our Authority comes from Unity, Purity and Vitality…  People will line up to Listen!

Live like the Family of God.  Live like He is Alive in Your Midst.

Live for the Sake of the Gospel!

ILL – Imagine a Missionary who takes his family to Unreached.
· He never invites his neighbor over; never speaks to his neighbor, unless arguing about his dogs barking.
· He gets drunk nearly every night and sleeps late; little money left to meet the needs of his wife and children.

· In fact, he begins an adulterous relationship with woman.

The whole reason you are here is to proclaim the Gospel!  If you keep behaving this way, no one will listen to a word you have to Say!
The whole reason you are here is to proclaim the Gospel!  If you keep behaving this way, will anyone listen to a word you have to Say!

