The Prayer of Consecration



John 17: 1-19

Intro:
One of the unique treasures of John --- Prayer of Jesus.

· Prayer of consecration; High Priestly Prayer; It is the longest prayer of Jesus recorded.

ILL – Some texts are like that frog I encountered in 8th grade science


Dissection and death…  We cut it up and kill it!

Three Parts:

1) Jesus for Himself (1-5)

2) Jesus Prays for His Disciples (6-19)

3) Jesus Prays for future Followers….. us.  (20-26)

Read John 17: 1-19

ILL – I tried to study this while battling Flu…  Head Spinning!

· Even well…. Depth; complexity; circular… Head Spin.

Three Key Words help us follow the Prayer…  (Not exhaust)

Verbs = Asking the Father to ACT!

Glorify

Keep

Sanctify

Jesus Prays for the Father to Glorify Him

Exp – Vs. 1-5 - Glorify = To Magnify; to Honor; to Exalt…

· Picture = A King in the Spotlight!

a) His Person – Pre-existent eternal glory

b) His Purpose – To Glorify the Father!

c) His Work – The Cross = Glory (not humiliation)



In the Cross of Christ I glory!


John 12: 23-30

App – In my life, Lord; be glorified….


In Your Church, Lord, be glorified…

Jesus Prays for the Father to Keep His Disciples.

Exp – “keep” = To watchover; to protect; to guard….

· Picture = A Shepherd and His flock.


Vs. 11-12


Note:  “sonof perdition” = one destined to perish (Judas)

A) Protect them by the power of Your Name.

B) Keep them loyal to Your Name… in Your Flock!

ILL – Like leaving a child at school… US Navy in Seatle!


Like Sheep without a Shepherd….

· The world is strong and they are Weak!

App – He keeps Us… I know Who I have believed…

Jesus Prays for the Father to Sanctify His Disciples.

Exp – Vs. 17-19 – Sanctify = to set apart unto God == Different

OT = The sacrifice and the Priest


“Truth”  speaks to “World” as in deception and rebellion!



WORD = Truth and Obedience..


Romans 12: 2

Psalm 1


More like the Word; than the World!


Moral Purity


Focus on Mission…  A Holy Priesthood!!

Conclusion --- Our Prayers expose our Values!



Health; Security and Prosperity
“Lord, Teach us to pray” == Follow His Example…





Keep; Sanctify; Glorify

