The Word 2015




James 1: 21-27

Intro:
How many have already put away their Christmas decorations?

· Transition week to put away Christmas and get ready for 2015.  One more thing from Christmas accounts:


Good News for All People….  Shepherds and Magi

· Geography; Race/Ethnicity; Economic or Social…

· Let’s get the Gospel to All People in OKC in 2015!

2015 - Four by Four… Phillip the Evangelist!
t/s – Reason I want to talk to you about Reading the Bible.


We need you to be Ready to do the Lord’s Work!


Ill – Mrs. Kinney… I didn’t feed you because you’re cute.



I fed you so you would get my hay in the barn.

The Word equips, prepares, strengthens us for The Work!

T/S – Sunday before the New Year… you know the drill.


Bible Reading guides…. Whole or NT  


(Even if you will use another; Pick Up as Commitment)

Testimony:  250+ hours in 2014 reading the Bible (personal QT)

· If I am not careful, I could be wasting my time!

James 1: 21-25
Two Pictures of Word:  Seed and Mirror  (expand both)

· Make and Keep yourself ready to Receive (21)


ILL – Boys and Walky Talkys… Let Go Of the Button!

Keep yourself in Receiving Mode when Reading or Hearing!
Read the Bible with a Repentant Heart (21a)

Exp – Picture planting seed in a field full of noxious weeds!


Get rid of the weeds!  Eliminate the residue of sin!!


Read with Repentance --- seek purity of life.


1 Peter 2: 1-2
ILL – 1.5 billion people in the world live with some sort of


Intestinal worm (20+%)

· Anemia, malnutrition… food is wasted on worms!

App – Reading Bible while tolerating a residue of old life is like


Eating three meals a day with a gut full of worms!

· Greed; Bitterness; Sexual immorality; Racism…
· Your are wasting your time in the Word…Weeds!!

Read the Bible with a Teachable spirit (21b-22)

Exp – Picture casting good seed on hard packed soil; cannot penetrate


Humble, Gentle, Broken Heart… ready to receive the Word.

· Hosea – Break up your unplowed ground  (10:12)

Vs. 22 – Self-Deluded


Knowledge of the Bible is a feeder of Pride!

ILL – Laodicea – You say, I am rich, blessed, with no need.

I say, you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked

ILL – Little girl in Kiowa county with new Easter Dress..Front Row.


So Proud… victory lap… Bathroom during first hymn

· Dress tucked into her panty hose at back!

ILL – Biography of George Whitefield… Those who most resisted


His preaching were those who had the most Bible knowledge!

App – Do you live and Receive the Word with a Teachable spirit?
· Not asking if you a ready for more head knowledge.

· Are you open to Correction and Rebuke?
Read the Bible with a Commitment to Practical, Active Obedience
Exp – Read vs. 23-25 again with comments

“Doer” = Active, Working Obedience to the Word.


“Hearer” = One who listens to a lecture, but not a disciple.


“This man will be blessed in what he does!”  (25)
ILL – Jesus teaching at the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount


A wise man who built his house on the Rock; foolish on Sand


Hears My words and Does them… does Not Do them!
App – James provides a Simple 3 question test (vs. 26-27)

1. Does my talk honor Jesus?
2. Do I help the helpless people?

3. Do I live in moral purity?


Practical, measurable, DO-able…

Conclusion

In 2015, I do not merely want you to Read and hear the Word; I want you to “Receive” the Word!

We keep ourselves in a Receiving Mode when we read the Bible with a repentant Heart; a teachable spirit and a commitment to obedience.
ILL – My brother the football coach, “I can usually tell who will win 
when they are warming up.”  

· Team with the biggest behinds!

· Not Plays; Players when Games…

The Church has wasted a generation or two trying to call the right plays; what we need is Players!

Godly, Strong, Mature men and women who can get the Work Done!

