The Name
“Immanuel”


Matthew 1: 18-25

Intro:
When I was young, I did not much care for going to my


Grandparents for holidays.  All they did was eat; then sit 
around the table and tell stories… sometimes, shade tree.

· The older I get, the more I enjoy….

· I know most of the stories… new ones are connected to old.


The church is a story formed community (Hauerwas)



One Lord; One Spirit… share all the stories.

t/s – When Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus, he assumes


we know another story, an older story… 734 year older.


The story of Isaiah and Ahaz… A Crisis of Belief

Setting:
Ahaz was a ungodly, idolatrous king in Jersualem.
Tension:
Two kings from the north (Israel and Aram) allied 


together to depose him… coming to besiege the city.

Search:

Ahaz decided to bribe Assyria to intervene on his 


behalf…. Trusting wealth and political tactics.



Isaiah comes with a word from the LORD.



Do not trust in yourself, Assyria… Trust Me!



If you do not believe, you will surely not last.



If you do not stand by faith, you will not stand at all

· Isaiah even offers to help faith with a Sign

Resolution:
Ahaz ignores Isaiah….  And trust in Assyrian.



People of God are weakened and other king glorified

Setting:
In response to Ahaz’s unbelief… Isaiah promises a sign 

that points to the distant future…



The LORD Himself will give you a sign:  Behold, a 

virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will 

call His Name Immanuel.
Matthew points to this story of a promise and a crisis of belief as he wrote down the simple story of the birth of Jesus.

Matthew 1: 18-25

Jesus is Immanuel --- God with Us.  

He is the perfect fulfillment of Isaiah’s promise.  What are we saying when we praise Jesus as Immanuel?

Who Jesus Is --- A Claim concerning His Person.

Exp – Jesus is God incarnate.  Virgin Born Son of God.


This is a clear focus of the Text
Vs. 16; 18; 20; 25

An essential part of the Christmas Story.

ILL – I enjoy hearing people sing… words of deep theological truth


…. Offspring of the virgin’s womb.


Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate deity!


Please as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel.

App – “This is difficult for people to belief today.” Heard on TV

· Was it easy for Joseph to belief?


Our salvation is a Supernatural work… A Miraculous 
Intervention… The work of God on our behalf!
· Not an example to follow; rules to keep; philosophy…

Why Jesus Came --- He came to be WITH us.  God with Us.

Exp – This is more than a promise of presence.  Speaks to His Purpose


In Jesus, God has Purposed to Help us…


“With” = to come to the aid of; I am here to help!  




I am on your side!


In Jesus, God has Intervened on our Behalf!

ILL – One Christmas Jobie and I were cutting an ugly dead branch


From a tree in front of the President’s House… party that night.

· Problem of a nativity scene a base of tree.


Move the entire scene or avoid hitting it…

· Steve walked up…previous on crew, now pastor..


Plan involved Jobie in tree and me with a rope…

· Steve, “You’re on your own boys.”

App – We have made a mess out of life… no doubt.


Question:  Has God said, “You’re on your own…”


Immanuel = Not Away; Apathetic; Against… With Us!

The Christmas Miracle in my books ---

Not that God could come for us
(Incarnation)


But that God Would come for us
(Inclination)

His Name is Immanuel, God with Us.

In Jesus, God has Intervened on our behalf!

Incarnation
Crucifixion 
Resurrection
Regeneration
Reign

t/s – As I study “Immanuel” I am increasingly drawn to a third 
question:  Not only Who He is and Why He came; 




but How do we Respond?

How Should we Respond to Jesus?

Exp – On a deep level, Matthew is drawing a contrast between two 
men and their response to the promise of God:  Ahaz & Joseph


Both men were faced with a Crisis ---


Both men had their own plan ---


Ahaz was going to use his money and political wit


Joseph was going to end the marriage plan in a discreet way


Both men received a messenger calling them to change their 
plans and Trust God!


Joseph trusted God; cared for Mary; Received Jesus by Faith.


Ahaz ignored God; Trusted Himself….

There is a way that seems right to man; but in the end, it is the way of Death!

Jesus is God with us.  In Jesus, God has intervened on our behalf.  This claim presents us with a Crisis of Faith --- Ahaz or Joseph?
