The Name
“Get Your Hopes Up!”
Matthew 1:1, 16-18
Intro:
Our culture goes crazy for Christmas  (Drive half mile north)

· Much of this seasonal agitation is wrong; but at least one aspect is right… appropriate…. Anticipation.
· Christmas involves a sense of building Anticipation.


Family; Meals; Parties & Gifts… Wonderful!

“Anticipation” = to expect before hand; to realize in advance; Hope
ILL – Movie “August in Osage County”  (not recommending…)


Violet (Meryl Streep) explaining why she is so mean…


Christmas memory of Anticipation…  She wanted a pair of 
girly cowboy boots (window downtown)… pestered mom.

· Gift, wrapped under tree… size of a boot box!

· Dirty, old men’s work boots… mom’s joke!


Expecting new girly boots… finding old men’s boots

Expecting kindness… finding more cruelty.

t/s – More times than not, Christmas disappoints!

Over the years, we learn to put aside childish thoughts, we


work to moderate anticipation, tone down expectations.


we whisper to ourselves, “Don’t Get Your Hopes Up!”

Get Your Hopes Up!  

Christmas is all about Hope.  Not hope for gifts and gatherings, our Hope is more substantial.  One word proclaims this Hope as clear as a Christmas bell.  Repeated 4 times in Matthew’s birth announcement.
Matthew 1:1, 16-18

Christ Is Our Hope.  Christ fills our hearts and minds with anticipation, expectation.  Because of Who He is, We Get Our Hopes Up!  Followers of Jesus live life standing on Tip toes, looking for the Future
Do you know what the word “Christ” means?

ILL – When I went to college, I met a man who was, “The Registrar”

· I thought he was an official with the communist party!
What are we saying about Jesus when we call him the Christ?


Christ (greek) = Messiah (Hebrew) = The Anointed One.

Tell the Story of David’s Anointing

· 1,000 years before the night Jesus was born, Samuel came to Bethlehem carrying a horn filled with oil.

· I have selected a king for Myself from the sons of Jesse, and you will anoint him!

· Eliab (tall good-looking); Abinidab; Five others… No!

· Youngest, tending sheep… we will wait for him!

· When Samuel saw David, “Arise, Anoint him, this is him!”

· Oil from horn poured slowly upon David’s head….. dripping down across face,… edges of rob (Ps. 133)

· From that day forward, the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David, God’s Anointed King!

When Jesus was born, God’s People were longing for a King --- waiting for generations for a king like David, better than David, a Son of David, who would lead like a Shepherd, Faithful, Gentle, Righteous, Strong; bring Justice & Peace….God’s Anointed One!
The Anointed One = Messiah = Christ
Four times in the first 18 verses of Matthew, Jesus is Christ/Messiah.

Jesus Is the King

Exp – When Matthew introduces us to Jesus as the Christ, he is calling


us to acknowledge him as King.


Anointed = Identity, Authority and Ability to Rule over us.
ILL – The wise men ask, “Where is the One born King?”


Herod inquired, “Where will the Messiah be born?”
App – To Understand His Birth is to Bow in Glad Submission.


Jesus is the King, the Anointed One!  He comes to rule all 
Creation, All Nations --- beginning with our Lives!
· Herod fulfilled the Psalm 2 prophecy of Rebellion.
· This Christmas, have more Integrity than Herod!



If you will not Bow, do not pretend to Celebrate!
Jesus Is the Promised King

Exp – This title, “Christ” or “Messiah” carries the idea of Anticipation

God had promised, through His prophets, a better King.


For hundreds of years, the People had prayed, dreamed, waited


The birth of Jesus is a Promise Kept.  He is the Christ.
Ill – One of the great preachers of the 19th C. Phillips Brooks rode a


horse from Jerusalem to Bethlehem on Christmas Eve, 1865.

· He later reflected and wrote a song, carol…Bethlehem… The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight!

App – The birth of Jesus is a Promise kept; A hope realized; 
Expectation Met… God Is keeping promise, fulfilling purpose!
t/s – The King has come and everything is set right…??

In Christ, Our Hopes are Realized Already, Not Yet.
Exp – Last week, we read from Isaiah 11 prophecy about the Messiah.

Justice and fairness to the poor and afflicted; 

wolf dwell with the lamb and cow and bear graze together; 

All the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD!

Is that what our world is like?  Has that promise been fulfilled?


No Yet!



Advent = coming  He was and is and is to come!

One day Christ will come again.  His rule, now in our hearts, will extent over all creation.  In the meantime, we live, we serve and we worship in Hope --- anticipating, expecting that day.

· We have the first fruits of the Spirit and we groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for That Day!

Every time we hear the word, Christ/Messiah, We Get Our Hope Up!

ILL – One Christmas the Willets boys had a metal detector…


I was fascinated by the indicator… beep and needle peg


**  The word Christ should make your Hope Meter Peg!

One scene from the life of Jesus dramatically displays the connection between the title “Christ” and Hope for the Future.  
High Priest has lost his patience with the silent Jesus, 

“Tell us, Are you the Christ?”
· Pregnant pause before Jesus looks him in the eye and says, in essence, “this isn’t over.”  He embraces the OT promises about the Messiah’s coming glory:  

You will see me sitting at the right hand of power and 
coming on the clouds!

He has Come, He Is Coming Again.

Christ is Our Hope!

