The Purposeful Blessing




Psalm 67
Intro:
Over Thanksgiving, travelled to my parents’… 5 generations!

· My niece… teenager… child…4/5… several gifts in pile

· Whispered, “Why are you getting so many gifts?”


Shrug of shoulders, “been good I guess”

T/S – WHY so blessed?  (we are… my most any comparison)

· Often ask when life is hard --- loss, suffering, …

· Seldom ask WHY when health, wealth, Well…

God Blesses Us on Purpose; for His Purpose.
READ Psalm 67

Reconstruct the setting… How the Psalm was used in Worship?!


Vs. 6 – A harvest celebration/festival  (Thanksgiving)



People brought gift to Temple in Worship…Provider



Celebrated material and spiritual blessings…Heritage



Just before departure… the Priest lifts his hand to bless



(Aaronic Blessing)
A God Blessed People

Vs. 1
The key vocabulary of the blessing (shift to 1st person plural)


A worshipper walks away reflecting on the blessing…

*  “selah” – a musical interlude…  “Why?”

Vs. 2
“That” – a statement of purpose; a direct response to “Why?”



That the nations, all the earth may Know the LORD!

· This is Abraham’s Covenant promise… (Gen. 12)


In you all the families of the earth will be blessed!

ILL – “Father Abraham has many sons…. “

Vs. 3
Chorus Repeated in vs. 5… congregations part to sing.


“Praise” = not hallel (to brag) but Yada = Confess, to Know


“PeopleS” = No the congregation of Israel.. Gentile of all earth


Thus, Vs. 3 echoes vs. 2 --- Every tribe, tongue knowing, 





acknowledging the LORD!
God Blesses Us on Purpose; for His Purpose.

Vs. 4
Let the Nations be glad!  (what a prayer we can pray!)

· Rejoicing to Know the LORD is Our Righteous Judge

· Rejoicing to Know the LORD is Our Good Shepherd


Consider Nigeria; Syria; N. Korea; … hopeless lives without


Justice; lives of desperation without direction or purpose.

Vs. 5
The Great Commission echoes this chorus… All Nations!

Vs. 7
Blessings…more than material… OUR God… Covenant.


“Fear” = To live in a Right relationship with the King of kings.



Know, serve, respect, trust, Rejoice in glad submission

God Blesses Us on Purpose; for His Purpose.
That the peoples would Know Him!
ILL – Derek Kidner, “The Spreading Circle”

Like the ripples from a stone dropped in a pond; our blessings 
and thanksgiving spread…

· from material blessings to spiritual blessings

· from My provision to His Purpose

· from personal/national celebration to Global concern

Why does God bless us so?  Access to Gospel & Abundant Resources


That the Peoples would know Him!

Read Antiphonally (like written)…  Priest; Elders (70/50); People

· This is Our Psalm  (I use it often… mark us/own it)

· Read Together until we do it well!

God Blesses Us on Purpose; for His Purpose.

A Season of Remarkable Generosity… (over $1 million)

Building a facility to become a great Mother church.



(13 QSBC people on the field in all earth)


Already on track to give $1 million in CP



(Top 3 in entire SBC!)


$350,000 Lottie Moon… International Missions!

T/S – Why?  Why give sacrificially?  Why give so much away?

God Blesses Us on Purpose; for His Purpose.

ILL – Imagine making a puzzle… putting jumble of pieces together.


Set up the box top… The Picture… Trying to make

Let me Set Up before you the Picture that all the Pieces of Our Lives, properly put together, will make…

Close your eyes… try to imagine…

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, (washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb) and palm branches in their hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation to our God Who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb… Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever. Amen.

God blesses us for THIS Purpose.  Let the nations Rejoice!
