Sanctity of Life Sunday



January 10, 2016

Today is Sanctity of Life Sunday.  This month, Churches all across our land will give focus to pro-life issues.  On Feb. 3, Rose Day will come to our State Capital.  This is a rally to encourage our law-makers to support pro-life legislation.  This is important work.
We have made progress in Oklahoma.

· Hope Pregnancy resource centers, Oklahoma Baptist opened first in 1986 and today there are 35… two abortion clinics.

· Legislative advances to restrict abortion

· 30 years decline from 12,000 each year to 5,000


(many responsible are qsbc family… here today)

Still, the lives of 100 babies ended in the womb each week.  It is important for us to remain active and vigilant.  Abortion is shifting from a clinic to the drugstore… more accessible and convenient.  
We want to make abortion Unthinkable, not merely Illegal.

t/s – The key for the future of our efforts for Life is to strengthen


our biblical and theological foundation.

Why?  Why do we think abortion is wrong?

Genesis 1: 26-28; 5:1-2; 9:6

Note:  Strong forces in our culture contradict and reject every


Significant truth claim on Page One of Bible. (coincidence?)
· God Created and Blessed (purpose and power)
· Gender is God-Given and good
· Marriage covenant of one man and one woman is the building block society.
· People, Human Beings, are Sacred

READ

People are Created in the Image of God.
· Worship – Designed with a capacity to know and love and God 

and His Family.

· Work – Designed with a capacity to Served God’s Purpose.  To 

Rule of the created order. 




Ps. 8 – Crowned with Glory; Worship & Work
· Worth – People have a God-given Value.



Sanctity = Sacred… Holy (set apart)




Special to me because special to God.

Since 1973, the lives of over 50 million babies have ended through

Abortion.  50 million is twice the population of Texas!
· People, Created in the Image of God,



Not Worshipping; Not Working; Deemed Worthless

We are Pro-Life, we Value Life because the Bible teaches us that Human Life is Sacred.  People are Created in the Image of God.

t/s – I have been preaching to the choir (saying what I know most here already believe)  I know that you understand Created in the Image of God because I have been watching you for 13 years:


Raising Grandchildren; Providing Foster Care; 


Writing Term papers and Editorials; Introducing Legislation


Bringing babies into this world against medical advice

I want to hold up a mirror for a moment.  It is important that we see ourselves.  I wonder if you will receive a challenge.  

If we would be more effective in making Abortion Unthinkable, actually influencing the Public Mind; we need to be very careful to remove any plank from our own eye.  To be even more critical of ourselves than we are of the culture.

The Sanctity of Life movement is vulnerable to a lack of consistency that some would call a lack of integrity, even hypocrisy.  Will we have ears to hear?

All Human Lives are Sacred, not merely Some.

Exp – We do not value the unborn because they are cute, not even


because they are innocent; They are Human Beings.


We need to be consistent in applying this Bible Truth.

The Sanctity of Life is a Bible Truth that speaks to:


Abortion; Elder Care; Race; Foster Care; Poverty; Addiction; 

Criminal Justice; Mental Health; Immigration


The rich and the poor have a common bond; …Maker of 
them all. Unborn & Aged; Black & White; Citizen & Not
ILL – I went to breakfast to read Systematic Theology; Image of God

· Seated; glasses; ordered; read; ate; paid; left…

· Holy Spirit, “You Hypocrit!”  Never once looked at the face of your waiter!  Created in the Image of God.

App – Challenging, difficult public policy debates.  In the midst, 
we 
must be mindful:  All Human lives are sacred, not just Some
Value Life with Actions, not merely Words.

Exp – More than any other attribute, a religious hypocrite is marked by


Words without Deeds!  Treat people like they are Sacred.

App – Today, 14 groups working to uphold the Sanctity of Life:  
Pregnancy counseling and support; Adoption services;


Foster care; Advacacy…  Stop by and volunteer.
t/s – You might be a hypocrite if…

Give People Grace and the Gospel.  (Always, All People)

Exp – We need to be Extending Grace and Offering the Gospel.


Sometimes our passion makes our voice harsh, hurtful.

· There is Forgiveness with Jesus.  Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.

· All Sacred; All need to hear the Good News!

Ill - Worship; Work; Worth  --- Arms Up; Down and Out = CROSS



Proof of Worth == Creation and Cross
