Philip The Evangelist #2
“The Walls Come Down”
Acts 8

T/S – Four for Four Video
(Encourage Participation)

Philip the Evangelist… our need and his expertise!


Our Excuses = Not Now; Not Me; Not Them (focus today)

ILL - Do you remember the Berlin Wall?

· Built in 1961 to separate East from West Berlin

· Stood fro 28 years; 133 confirmed killed in crossing.

· November 1989, visits between east and west permitted.  Crowds gathered, climbed wall, chipped by hammers until heavy equipment came and knocked the wall down.

· Within a year Germany was unified!


t/s – remember that image of a wall coming down.
Acts 8: 4-17, 25
ILL – AT Robertson, “The greatest proof that the Bible is inspired is 



that it has stood so much bad preaching.”

· this text easily mis-handled… Simon and Samaritans

READ

· Vs. 25 – Robertson, “The Issue is Closed.”

       Samaritans welcomed as members of the Gospel family

The “Samaritan Pentecost” was an extraordinary event that helped pull down a wall impeding the advance of the Gospel.

Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8  Slow to take the Gospel across barriers.

Wall of Prejudice stood between Jewish Christians & Samaritans.
Exp – a long history of division and distrust – hard to know whose 
fault it was.  Mixed race of northern remnant, Canaanites and 
people relocated by Assyrians.  They developed their own 
Bible; Temple on Mt. Gerizim.  
They thought the Jews were 
arrogant and elitist; the Jews thought the Samaritans were half-
breed heretics --- deceived, dirty, different!
Examples – John 4:9 – How is it that you being a Jew, speak to me…


Jesus denied access to Samaritan town… John’s response!


Luke 9:54 – Do you want us to call fire down to consume them
ILL – I had breakfast in Sayre with two tattooed up; drug addicted


Oil field ruf necks…. One divorcing; other unwed…

· Recently saved…eager to talk about their responsibilities as husbands; pressures to go back to old way; love for Jesus…

· Cowboys more inclined to believe the preachers were buying drugs than the druggies had been saved.

· HONEST – I would never have even said hello to these men if they had not crossed the barriers an come to church!

App – Let’s be honest --- we all build fences… set boundaries.


Racial; moral; political; economic; social… Not Them!


(The Harvest is Plentiful…  Lift up your eyes and look!!)


Our Walls of prejudice restrict the Gospel Advance!

An Extraordinary Event Pulled Down the Wall.

Exp – This is not the normal pattern --- Saved, but not receive Spirit


Romans 8:9 – If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ,




He does not belong to Him!

Ezekiel 36:25-27 – clean and new heart; My Spirit Within you! 


John the Baptist; John 3…


Here among the Samaritans --- when the Gospel Witness first 
crosses this old ugly boundary --- God delays the manifestation 
of the Spirit.


Why this unusual, extraordinary event?


To Tear Down the Wall!

Vs. 17 – Imagine the impact of this experience…  


The intimacy involved in the laying on of hands.
a) The Samaritans gained clear affirmation and connection!


Exp – Felt like 2nd class people… anger, sarcasm, bitterness

ILL – MLK, “Letter from Birmingham Jail”   “Wait”


It is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of 
segregation to say, “wait.”… mob violence, police brutality, … 
when you suddenly find your tongue twisted as you seek to explain to your six year old daughter why she cannot go to the public amusement park…and see tears welling up in her little eyes when she is told that funtown is closed to colored children, and see the depressing clouds of inferiority begin to form in her mental sky, and see her begin to distort her personality by unconsciously developing a bitterness toward white people…  I hope, sirs, you can understand our legitimate and unavoidable impatience.
God gave the Samaritans clear affirmation as his children, fully and legitimately members of the Gospel family:  A Literal Embrace!
b) The Apostles can no longer doubt or deny their Status.

Exp – When Peter and John traveled to Samaria, they had their 

doubts.
  Could these people, deceived for so long, 


really embrace the truth of Jesus?


Note:  The establishment took the Initiative to go




to the Samaritans…  Take Intitiative

This extraordinary event brought down the wall… vs. 25!

Conclusion/Application
The most stubborn barriers to the advance of the Gospel have always been internal, not external.  The barriers built in our own hearts and minds, walls of prejudice and exclusion.

We are called to Fish for Men; to do the work of Good News-ing.

Four 4 Four in 2015…  What if one of your four was not like you?!

Jesus is good news of great joy for ALL peoples.

