Proverbs Revisited #3

Watch Your Words
   Proverbs 10

Intro:  We had Pearl this weekend… Friday… Trader Joe’s Opening.

AM Crowds; Balloon Guy made her a pick heart…her wrist


Pop!  “My Heart Broke” (repeatedly)  By 4:00… Back to 
Balloon Guy.  I could not stand to hear it again!

“My Heart Broke” – Words Pack a Punch

· That’s Just Talk

· Let it go in one ear and out the other

· Forget what I just said….I didn’t really mean it

These statements, and others similar, minimize our speech, talk, words.  Those who speak them make the mistake of assuming that our words aren’t really all that important.  As we read the Bible, we discover the exact opposite to be true.

Words Matter

This emphasis on words begins in Genesis as God SPEAKS the world into existence and it carries on as a constant theme of the biblical revelation.  No Book of the Bible places more emphasis on our Words than does Proverbs.  
Proverbs 10: 19-21, 31-32
The wise man is almost obsessive over words, lips, mouth, tongue, speech.  In fact these words appear in 1 of every 5 verses of Proverbs!
Words are important.  Only fools minimize, dismiss, excuse them.  Our speech is significant.  
Words build up and tear down; Inform and deceive; cut free or cut up.  

Words are the currency of Relationships.  Relationships live or die by the words we speak.

Wisdom for Relationships --- Humility; Temper/Anger; Words

Wisdom Watches Words.

Your Words Are Powerful  (Prov. 18:21)

a) Destructive 

Words consistently described with two metaphors:  

Swords
(Penetrate)

Fire
(Spread)

b) Constructive (16:24)

ILL – Front Porch as Home Base in childhood games.


(sardines, kick the can, spot light)

Home a place of refuge……Establish atmosphere with Words!

App – “Just” should never be placed before “Talk” Don’t minimize!

Your Words Are Wild

Exp – Proverbs 13:3
James, “Everything came be tamed, except …!”

**Brent Earles, Pastor in Kansas City (1984)

Think Before your Speak (17:27; 21:23; 29:20)


ILL – Wise ole Mose….’I’m careful to taste my words before I 


let them Cross my teeth!”

Avoid Sour Speakers (4:24; 26:20-22)

Exp – Not only should be control our tongue, but also our EARS!

ILL – Talmud, The slanderous tongue kills three:  the slandered, the 

slanderer, and he who listens to the slander.
App – The devil’s strategy for QSBC sow discord with Words.

Learn the Art of Silence (10:19; 17:28)

Know the Power of a Word Rightly Spoken (15:23; 25:11)

Exp – Words are weapons …. For bad AND for Good.

ILL – Dr. Ray at SWBTS, “Boys be nice to everybody because 
everybody’s having a bad day.”

Eph. 4:29

App – Sometimes, It is wrong to remains Silent.

Your Words Reveal Your Heart

Exp – Proverbs 10:20 – Tongue Parallel with Heart

This is a Truth we Resist.  


“Just Talk” = My words are disconnected from the real me;




From my character, my heart!

Matt. 12:33 - 37 – The mouth speaks out of that which fills the Heart.

Spurgeon, That which is in the well comes up in the bucket.

We Need Jesus to Change our Words, by changing our Hearts.

W.T. Stead was an eyewitness to the Revival in Southern Wales in early 20th C. (1900’s)
“In the long, dim galleries of the mine, where once the haulers swore at their ponies in Welshified English terms of blasphemy, there is now but to be heard the haunting melody of the revival music. The pit ponies, like the American mules, having been driven by oaths and curses since they first bore the yoke, are being re-trained to do their work without the incentive of profanity.”
