Palm Sunday 2016
“Hearts far from Me”

Mark 11:1-11

Intro:
Easter Week… Important week of worship for us.

· Devotional guide for family; Maundy Thursday Lord’s Supper; Good Friday and Easter Instructions.

t/s – Religious holidays lose their meaning --- cultural/social


Ill – $13 billion on food, clothes, candy and cards



Barna – when asked about Easter, fewer than




Half mention Jesus’ resurrection

Not just Americans… All people and places.
· Tabernacles; Pentecost and Passover… drift from meaning.


This people draw near with their words and honor Me with 


their lips, but their hearts are far from Me; their reverence for 
Me consists of tradition.
Isaiah 29
t/s – Palm Sunday serves as a reminder of how a cultural/religious  
celebration can be shallow.  In a way, it warns us against 
Holiday Hypocrisy.

Watch for the symptoms of Holiday Hypocrisy as we Read.

Mark 11: 1-11

Note:  John tells us, “The crowds were fickle and we were clueless!”

· Crowd wanted Miracles and no meaning even for us.

Consider the signs of Holiday Hypocrisy   (Self-Diagnosis)

They Saw more than They Understood. (1-8)

Exp – Mark is always in a hurry; but he goes into some detail to


Tell us that this entrance was important and intentional.

· Jesus made arrangements to enter riding a donkey.


Zechariah 9:9 – Who I AM (King); How I Reign (humble)
App – The crowds, the disciples did not understand!

They Said more than they Meant. (9-10)

Exp – The people were parading in with Jesus shouting and singing


Psalm 118 – Hallel songs used during Passover (113-118)

· Like the words of a Christmas carol – rote memory

Hosanna = a Hebrew word transliterated… only here in NT


Compound word:  Save Us and We Pray



Psalm 118:25 – O LORD; do save, we pray.


Hosanna was repeated in liturgy… public worship.


It came to be a shout of praise; like Halleluyah.


They were shouting more than they meant… Lord Save Us!

· The religious experts understood and asked Jesus to stop them (Luke tells us)

Ill – Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne

Millions will sing and shout words they do not really mean.

App – You have said Hosanna… Have you ever really prayed,


Lord Save Me!?  (Invitation Today)
Holiday Hypocrisy (review)
They Went Home for Supper (11)

Exp – Vs. 11 tells a short but fascinating story unique to Mark.


I love to imagine this scene… Jesus enters Temple


Looks all around at everything… silence.


What was He thinking?
Psalm 118:27
ILL -  Derek Kidner, British, Cambridge, OT scholar


The horns of the altar became the arms of the cross, and the
festival itself found fulfillment in Christ our Passover.


What is Clear:  The crowds are no longer present.  They went home.



  It was already late!  Jesus went to Bethany because 

  there is not a safe place for Him in Jerusalem!

App – Can you imagine forgetting as you rushed home for company!?


Distracted by the details of a busy Holiday.

Conclusion/Invitation

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22
The stone which the builders rejected


Has become the chief cornerstone.

Jesus leaves us two options:

1. Accept Me as the very foundation of your Life.

2. Reject Me.

Holiday Hypocrisy seeks a third option…


Honor with lips, but heart far from Me.


Say more than I mean, then go home for Lunch.

Luke tells us Jesus entered weeping for Jerusalem.
