Philip the Evangelist #4
“Welcome to the Family”
Acts 8:36

Intro:
Billy Graham crusade in Halifax, Nova Scotia (open air)

· Leighton Ford preaching preliminary meeting the night before Graham was to begin.

· He arrived early and came incognito, sat in back with hat, glasses tinted and casual clothes.

· Noticed man in front of him listening intently.  At invitation tapped shoulder, “Would you like to be saved tonight:  I’ll be glad to walk down with you.”

· Naw, I think I’ll just wait till the Big Gun comes in tomorrow night!

Evangelism = Big Gun like Graham preaching to thousands.



Good-New-sing… sharing, declaring, speaking

Today, a beautiful biblical model for personal evangelism.

Philip, the Evangelist --- Not Now; Not Them; Not Me!


2015 --- Four Actions for Four People


(See; Pray; Develop and Share the Good News)

t/s – We hesitate, but Philip makes it look easy…

Acts 8: 26-36  (Read with Comments and complete the story)

Vs. 27
Several important details about the man

· Ethiopian = south of Egypt on Nile… The last of men.


A Black African man from the “Ends of the Earth”
*  Eunuch = castrated and placed in position of power



Close to royal women and treasure.



Cruel and permanent; derided for their beardless


Faces and high pitched voices  (Five Times)


Josephus, “Monstrosities”


Philo of Alexandria, “Worthless Persons”


Forbidden from Temple worship!  (Dt. 23:1)

· Spiritual Hunger brought him to Jerusalem.

Vs. 33
Eunuch was reading Isaiah 53 – Messianic Prophecy
Professed faith in Jesus through Baptism and went home Rejoicing!
A Practical Model to Personal Evangelism

Exp – This is the story of the work of God in a man’s life.


The Spirit of God prepared the man


The Spirit of God directed the messenger


The Spirit of God Changed the man’s life

Vs. 35 - Philip’s part was not difficult or complicated

We have already learned Consistency from Philip.  In this model we learn the importance of Obedience.

Vs. 26 – 27
Get up and go… Got up and went


Vs. 29-30
Simple obedience

Consistently and Obediently Open and share the Good News.
We are inconsistent, disobedient and largely silent.

Consistently and Obediently Open and share the Good News.
T/S – This record of Philip and the man from Ethiopia is important because it provides an example of personal evangelism.  But it serves an even greater purpose… Speaks to a Deep Gospel Truth

The Gospel is Good News for Everyone.
That purpose is clear in the Ethiopian man’s question
Vs. 35-36

What prevents me from being baptized?
(hinder – KJV)

· Unusual way to ask for baptism…as if he is a man expecting to be excluded.

I want to make sure you understand what happened to this Ethiopian Eunuch when he traveled to the Temple to Worship….  (27)

· A Deep, Driving spiritual hunger

·  Disappointed, Disregarded, Rejected…
We know from OT that a Eunuch would be excluded.

We know from the NT that the court of gentiles was a mess filled with livestock and the tables of commerce.

ILL - Tell the story of Jesus clearing the Temple.

“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations!”

The Eunuch’s Question, “Are you going to reject me, too?”

The Eunuch was disappointed by what he found in Jerusalem; but not by what he found in Jesus.  
He was rejected at the Temple, but in the Gospel family he found a ready embrace!

· Baptism was his embrace of Gospel of Jesus

· Baptism was the church’s embrace of Him!

Vs. 39 – He went home Rejoicing


I imagine the Ethiopian returning to Isaiah 56: 3-8
Jesus is Good News for All People.  No barriers, no boundaries

Conclusion

The practical example and the theological purpose are not unrelated. 

We will be consistent and obedient in the work of evangelism when we are convinced that the Good News of Jesus is Good news for everyone, Good News of a great joy for all the people!
Invitation

· Commit to Consistency and Obedience in Good News-ing

· Come to Jesus…  Nothing prevents you!!


(baptism)

