Overture to the Cross




John 18: 1-11

Preface:
From Dec. 2014 to November 2014 – Gospel of John

Purpose, “that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
       God; and that believing you may have life in His Name.”

His Life
“the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”



Seven Signs:  Water to Wine; Healing Nobleman’s son





Lame man; Feeding 5,000; walk water;





Sight to man born blind; Lazarus



Seven I AM:  Bread of Life; Light of the World; Door



Good Shepherd; Resurrection and Life;





Way, Truth & Life; True Vine

a) Telling the Story of His Life.

b) Telling the Story of His Death.


ILL – Centurion, standing right in front of Him, saw how He 



Died and said, “surely this was the Son of God!”

t/s – John begins the account of the Death of Jesus (purpose)

John 18: 1-11

Overture to the Cross
ILL – Overture = Instrumental introduction to an Opera (movie)



Sets the mood; and, introduces key Melodies

· His Glory; His Authority; Intentionality
Read with comments

Vs. 2 – The walled garden across a dry ravine…mount olives
Vs. 4 – “Went forth” = out of garden; or out of shadows into light
Vs. 7 – Almost comical…. Running slowly to let boys tackle me
Vs. 9 – John 17:12 --- of course a deeper meaning also

Be careful.  Pay attention.  There is more going on that meets the eye.


The Story of a man arrested to be executed

Jesus Is More than a Man

Exp – The soldiers tried to diminish Jesus with the title, “Nazarene”

· Not Teacher, Rabbi, … The Okie!

When they stood face to face with Him; they fell to the ground!

a) His voice confirmed his identity as he stepped from shadow

b) The foot soldiers, following orders, knew this was wrong

c) When He said, “I Am” (3x) = ego eimi



Take of your shoes, Moses… hid face afraid to look



I AM… Eternal, self-existent; revealed to Abraham



John 1: 4, 14 === Jesus is God in Flesh!

App – You will find yourself face  Will you stand up in His presence?!

· Fall on knees in humble, grateful love and adoration.
· Fall on your face in fear and terrible regret!

This Is more than an Arrest (made); it was an Appointment. (kept)
Exp – Vs. 3-4 – They expected He would resist or run to hide!



He took charge… knowing all about it!


Vs. 8 – “…Let these go their way…”  (taking charge)

App – Two motives for His willing Death

1) Obedience to the Father

2) Love for His People

Galatians 2:20

His Death was More than an Execution; it was a Substitution.
Exp – Vs. 11 – Death on the Cross as “Drinking the Cup”


Strong OT background for this image of Cup.


Psalm 75: 7-8  (Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel)

· “Cup” = The wrath of God applied to a people.


Vs. 4 – Is now read in a new Light!



ILL – Gethsemene Olive Press… “This cup pass…”


He took the Judgment; the wrath, the punishment FOR Me.


What He is about to experience; I Deserve!

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul;


What wondrous love is this, O my soul?

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss


To bear the dreadful curse for my soul,


To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

The Son of God kept an appointment to give His life FOR Me.
Conclusion

There Is more here than Might Meet the Eye.

ILL – Mammie’s 90th birthday in FBC fellowship Hall

· great grandchildren; distant relatives; casual acquaintances

· young teenage boy saw only an old lady’s birthday party


I saw a little girl raised by big sisters and kind aunts.


I saw a young mother holding her family together with beans, 
cornbread and baloney and garden vegtables.

I saw a woman whose life changing encounter with Christ; 
blessed the 2nd and 3rd generation.


I saw a life of unrecognized, quiet faithfulness..


I saw her children standing at the gate and calling her Blessed.


I saw the Meek Inheriting the Earth.

At the Cross of Jesus,
Some see only a man, arrested and executed.

There is much more going on here, than meets the eye…

I wonder, what do you See?

