Memorial Day Remarks

05.28.16
In 1971, the Federal government moved Memorial Day to the last Monday in May and declared it a federal holiday.

Americans had been observing a day of remembering --- a day to stop and decorate the graves of service men and women who had given their lives, their last full measure of devotion --- for over 100 years.  These decoration days began soon after the Civil War when nearly every family had lost someone in Service.

It is different now.  

The move away from May 30 to the last Monday, made Memorial Day a long weekend, instead of a Day to Remember.  Now, for most, it is a day of cookouts that marks the first day of summer.

Also, fewer and fewer American households are directly impacted by the death of a soldier.  However, young men and women are still laying down their lives for us.  We are still obliged to stop; and Remember.

In silence, raise hand if your family has lost someone in the Service; if you served and a remembering a fallen friend today.

Moment of silence.

Prayer (moving from memorial day to this day of worship)

Moving Together #3

“In Over Our Heads”
Acts 1

120 people gather in Jerusalem.  They are followers of Jesus of Nazareth; they stubbornly believe Him to be the Messiah even after his execution, His crucifixion.  They claim that Jesus is no longer dead, but Risen.
They had been scattered and discouraged when Jesus was crucified.  Now they are gathered, excited, and a little confused.  Jesus has ascended to take His place at the right hand of the throne of God.  He commanded them to Wait, to Wait Together.  They know that their lives are about to change.  They are Moving Together into something new.  They do not fully realize all that the Lord Jesus is about to do!
Acts 1: 1-14

Moving Together Review:  The people of God is times of transition.


Preaching to Church  (move into a new place of worship)


Surprised how many have talked to me about personal 
transitions --- houses, jobs, schools…


#1 – Moving INTO the Promised Land


      Transitions are Key to Journey (memory, worship, mission)


#2 – Moving Up To the Temple  (More change, More Same)


Same Lord; Same Mission; Same Problem with Heart

t/s – Today, Moving UNTO the Nations.  


120 becoming the Church, Empowered by Spirit…On Mission.

READ Acts 1: 1-14

We Are In Over Our Heads.

ILL – Dax as 14 year old QB… Dream come True… FEAR!



Dad, I think I am in over my head.  (10 years ago)
Vs. 13 – List of 11… we read each name with respect…reverence.


Reality = Nobodies within weeks of famous failure!



Acts 4 – Uneducated and Untrained men!

The Church should Confess; 

We are in Over Our Heads!

Hallelujah!  We Are in Over Our Heads!

Some would say that about us….


Really think they can impact this city with the Gospel


Really believe they can plant 70 churches by 2020


Really imagine they can hold it together… different people in 
different services of worship

We are in Over our Heads.  Trying to be more than we are and do more than we Can!  Good News:  When we are in over our heads, the Lord has us right where He wants us!
Two Marks of a church in Over Her Head.

Humility  (12-14)

The Uncertainty of Transition did not produce Anxiety, but Humility.  These people knew that they did not have a chance without Jesus.

· Obedience (12) – Vs. 4 – Jesus’ direct command.

· Unity (14a) – All with One Mind… One Accord

· Prayer (14b) – Devoting themselves to prayer…

ILL – Reading a book this year by Richard Baxter… Pastor. (1656)


What a sad case is it, that so vile a sin is not more easily

discerned by us, but many who are most proud, can identify it 
in others, and yet take no notice of it in themselves!

App – Marks of pride in a Church


Disobedience - 
I can do this my own way.


Division - 

I can do this without you.


Prayerlessness - 
I can do this without the Lord.

Confidence in Jesus.

These 120 kept their eyes on Jesus.  They knew that they were in over their heads.  But they were confident in Jesus, Our Risen Lord!
Ill – Peter Walking on water --- Eyes on Wind Waves or Jesus?!


Lord, command me…and I will come!

Jesus Continues to Live and Work. (1-2)
Exp – Title of volume 2 - Acts of Apostles… Jesus:  Act Two!


If I did not believe that Jesus is Living, Working, Directing,


Empowering, Sheepherding this flock…  

…. I would Quit before Sundown.

Jesus Reigns (9-11)

Exp – You know Psalm 110 – 


Sit at my right hand until I make thine enemies a footstool unto 
your feet!


Ascension = Exaltation… On His Throne!


Ill – Jesus IS Lord!

Jesus Empowers His Church to Fulfill His Mission. (4-8)

Exp – Waiting is the ultimate act of humble obedience.


Baptized with Holy Spirit = Indwelled and Empowered!


You focus on Your Part in the Kingdom --- Witness!


Mission; Mission; Mission --- 


Crossed the Jordan River… That the peoples might Know


Walked up into the Temple… that the Peoples might Know


Go unto the End of the Earth… that every tribe an tongue…

Ill – On dedication morning we will sing to Jesus… (8:15)

Come Thou Almighty King!  (anonymous… 300 years)

Come, Thou incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword,



Our prayer attend!


Come, and Thy people bless, and give Thy word success:



Spirit of holiness on us descend.

Day after Day, Year after Year… The Church Moves Together in full awareness that We are in over our heads; and, Jesus Holds our Hand.

