Lord, Teach Us to Pray



Luke 11: 1-4

Intro:
children’s magazine at Doctor’s office… Hidden pictures

· Can you find 9 birds in this picture?


t/s – Can you find 4 prayers in this Scripture?

Luke 11: 1-4
(Luke’s simple version)

READ
1) The Model Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

2) Jesus praying in a certain place  (His Way of Life)

3) John taught his disciples to pray

4) Lord, teach us to Pray.

Today, I want to ask you to join me in this simple prayer:

Lord, Teach Us to Pray.

Prayer Team = Intercessory Room; Teams for ministers; Activities

Brent Salgat – Build a Culture of Prayer!

ILL – Uzziah was a good king in Judah… did right in sight of LORD


As long as he sought the LORD God prospered Him

· won battles, built cities, developed agriculture, gained wealth, invented technology…

· Suddenly, a shift… 2 Chron. 26: 15-16

Watch Out!  We have been marvelously Helped….


Strength, Pride, Unfaithfulness….

We Must maintain a culture of Prayer.

Luke 11: 1-4
How does Jesus answer the Disciples Prayer?

When you pray, say, “Father…”

Gerald Bray wrote a big history of Christian Theology (1300 pages)

It is no exaggeration to say that Christian theology began when Jesus called God his Father and taught his disciples to do the same.

We Pray because God is our Father.

Gospel – Through Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus; we can have



A new relationship, a new standing before God.

· Jesus to Mary after Resurrection, “ I am ascending to My Father and your Father.”

· You have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out Abba!  Father!  …Children, heirs, fellow-heirs

What Jesus is by nature we become by adoption…


…. Sons and Daughters of God!

Friend, does His Spirit bear witness with your spirit that you are a child of God?

Jesus instructs His disciples.  When you pray, say, “Father…”
We will maintain a Culture of Prayer when we Remember:

Who God Is

Exp – Jesus says, your prayer life will grow from your Theology.


Remember Who God Is --- Father.  


Fred Fisher – Theological Presuppositions of Christian Prayer


The way a man prays reveals what he believes about God.

1. God is Personal

2. God is Immanent

3. God is Powerful

4. God is susceptible to human influence through prayer.

(Seminary professor!)

Jesus says the same thing with one word:  Father (Faithful & Good)
· He is Here, He Knows, He Can, He Cares.

God is susceptible to human influence through prayer.

If your sons asks you for a fish, you will not give him a snake; you will be happy to give him a fish…  Your Father knows how to give good!

Do you believe God is your Father? (here, knows, can, cares)

ILL – Story of Peter, prison and prayer from Acts 12

Church is praying fervently… Gathered at Mary’s house


Rhoda runs to share… You are out of your mind!
App – Why don’t you pray?


Is it because of faulty Theology?

t/s – Or, a more sinister source of prayerlessness…. PRIDE.

Father reminds us of Who God Is and

Who We Are

Exp – When you pray say, Father…. You are His Child.


Behold how great a love the Father hath bestowed upon us 


That we should be called the children of God, and such we are
ILL – what do you call a child in Tax Season… Dependant.

ILL – Pearl at Pumpkin Patch… I walked and walked and walked…

Stopped; held up her hands… Carry me.
A child is marked by humble dependence.

We Depend of our Father for Provision, Forgiveness, Direction.

App - We are Still His Children… We Depend on Him

Psalm 127; Matthew 16

Conclusion/Invitation

Lord, Teach Us to Pray

Jesus, Give me a new standing, new relationship with God.

