Do You Believe It?



John 20: 1-18

The Story of Mary Magdalene

Will it last?  I suppose the people wondered when they saw Mary leading a group of women who were following Jesus.

Mary was a nut!  Plain and simple, everyone in her hometown of magdala knew it.  Oh she had money, but she was crazy, too crazy to get a husband or family.  She was completely deranged, dominated by seven demons; the kind of person you hide small children from --- a total lost cause.  The devil had destroyed her life!  Then she met Jesus.  He cast the demons out, delivered Mary, healed her, forgave her, saved her.  She was so grateful that she pledged her life as His disciple.  “I will follow You.”

That Jesus, He is so kind, so different; He even let that group of women --- healed, restored --- He let them be disciples.  Most reckoned He just didn’t have the heart to send them home.  Some thought they would not last long.  They will grow weary, get distracted.  But they just keep serving Jesus, Mary from Magdala always in the lead.

Mary is faithful.  When Jesus walks all over Galilee, she walks behind him.  When He needs food, she pays for it.  When the crowds pushed her aside in their frantic rush to be near Jesus, Mary waits in the distance and watches.  When Jesus’ words become difficult and demanding, her loyalty never wavers.  As the crowds thin and the people go back home, Mary Magdalene abides with Jesus.
She follows Jesus to Jerusalem.  Mary is present at the mock trial before the High Priest.  She hears Pontius Pilate pronounce the death sentence.  She weeps as beaten bloody Jesus carries His cross through the crowd to Calvary.  She was there, when they crucified our Lord.  In fact, Mary Magdalene was the last to leave the Cross.  She even watched Joseph and Nicodemus lay His body in the tomb.
Mary Magdalene --- demon possessed, deranged, rejected --- became, arguably, the most faithful of all the disciples of Jesus.

t/s – This is Easter, preacher, why are you talking about Mary 
Magdalene?  Would you like to guess who was 


the First person to discover the Empty Tomb of Jesus?


the First person to See, Hear and Touch the Risen Lord Jesus?


the First person to Tell the Good News of Resurrection?

Mary Magdalene

A business woman, not a religious leader; from a small town, not the big city; a common person, not elite; single, not a matriarch; Not a man, but a Woman --- with a messy, ugly past.  First, Mary!
Fact:
God is no Respecter of Persons  (KJV language)

· With Him there is no Favoritism

If you think that you are too High for Jesus, Wrong!

If you think you are too Low for Jesus, Wrong!


You will go to hell if you reject Jesus.

He will embrace you if you embrace Him.


Jesus cares about You; He does not care who you are!

ILL – Air Travel and “Classes of People”

· First, Business, Premium, gold, silver, platinum

· Some people have more status than others


God is No Respecter of Persons!   
1 Corinthians 1: 26-31

Some skip in to church like we belong, others shuffle in like 
we are out of place.  No one deserves to be here, Everyone is


Welcome, because God is no Respecter of Persons.


Ask Mary Magdalene.

t/s – Let’s Read the story of the Resurrection.

John 20: 1-18


Vs. 7 – More Eye-witness details… Not Stolen, Not Lazarus

Vs. 9 – Not One (Psalm 16; Hos. 6) the whole of OT


Vs. 16 – The Good Shepherd calls His own by name


Vs. 17 – One of the most difficult passages in NT




I won the victory, all authority, exalted




I am not leaving directly…I will see the brothers




Relax and Rejoice!

ILL – Tom Oden P. 143

The Message of Easter does not change from year to year.  We are confronted by the Resurrection Realties.

Jesus is Alive



Jesus is Lord

If the resurrection of Jesus is not true, a story made up by deluded disciples, then Jesus is merely a teacher from the past with no real power to change my life today; and Jesus is certainly not the King of Kings.  He has no authority to rule or ever make things right.

But, if I Believe that He is Risen ---

He is Alive!  He can change my life like He changed Mary.

He is Lord!  He should rule my life like He ruled Mary.

ILL – Punctuate this simple sentence --- He is risen  (?  .  !)


A question mark I can accept.


A period makes no sense at all.


The people in the story are always Running!


If this is true, it is the most important Truth in all Creation.


If He is Risen, you should order your life accordingly!

ILL – Christ is Risen.  
He is Risen Indeed!

· Like Boomer/Sooner or Orange/Power

Conclusion:  Notice the two questions asked by Jesus (vs. 15)

· Why are you crying?  Whom are you seeking?



He touches the tender spot of our sadness & searching

Something is missing; something is not right --- with me, in 
me, around me in this world.  (Alientation…Disorientation)

Jesus Died and rose again to Set things Right; and, He wants to start with me and You.  Jesus changed Mary’s life.  Since He is alive, He is still changing lives.  

Today, if YOU hear His voice, will you turn to Jesus?

