Behold the Man; Behold the Truth

          John 18:28 – 19:16

Intro:
Look unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth.
· on a snowy Sunday in 1850 a young man stepped into a church service to get out of the weather…

· Layman preaching… this text…

· You, young man, you look miserable and will always be until you Look unto the Lord and be saved…

· I was trying to do 50 things… only need to do one!


t/s – I thought of that testimony of Spurgeon on my way to



church this AM.  Today could be the day for You!



(Invitation)

John 18:28

ILL – Humanities Course in college… appreciate the fine arts.


Unnecessary for a young man familiar with Roy Clark, Buck 
Owens and Hank Williams… Sr. and Jr.

· Look at a piece of art and talk about significance and characteristics, style…place in history.

· Play recording of master composer and talk about what is happening… instruments, difficulty, impact…

· At times I wanted to say…. “Sshh…”  Let’s just listen.

t/s – This is a masterful Bible Text.  John’s account of Jesus’ trial


before the Roman governor, Pilate.  I believe John was there;


an eye-witness… He told this story a thousand times; Now he 
writes under Inspiration of the Spirit.


Would you focus, open your heart and mind to Listen?

John 18:28 – 19:16
(29 verses with comments)

Vs 28
The Jewish Authorities condemned innocent Jesus to die.


Remember their hypocrisy…clean outside of cup…

Vs 32
Stoning by Jewish Mob or Crucifixion by Romans.

Three times in Gospel of John… I will be lifted Up!
Vs 36
“Of this World” is not declaring disinterest in our lives here.



Jesus is not saying… I just want to get souls to heaven



Jesus is very interested in this world… Justice; Peace


Grammar speaks to the Source and Nature of His Kingdom.

a) I do not need Caesar to make me King. (source)

b) My reign is not like yours… soldiers and swords.

Vs 38
What is Truth?  (next week)


First public pronouncement of Innocence.

Vs 40
Peter’s second sermon, “You disowned the Holy and Righteous


One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you.”

Vs 1
Do not pass to quickly.  “Scourged” was 39 lashes with a flesh


Ripping and cutting whip; a cruelty exceeding only by the

Crucifixion itself.  Many died from the scourging!

Vs 4
Second public pronouncement of Innocence.

Vs 5
John wants us to SEE Jesus --- bloodied; beaten; mocked

Vs 6
Third public pronouncement of Innocence.


Pilate thought the scourging would satisfy the bloodlust.

Vs 8
In their rage, the authorities let the truth slip out.  The real 
accusation not treason (King); but Blasphemy!  Son of God


Pilate is More Afraid (direct description of emotion/motive)

Vs 11
A tone of compassion, not absolution… Pilate guilty; but


Caiaphas more so.  Pilate, This is bigger than you.

Vs 12
Pilate served at the whim of a volatile and suspicion man, 
Tiberius Caesar.

Vs 13
Judgment Seat is Bema… Jesus is the True Judge (5:22)


Paul, “We must all appear before the Bema of Christ.”

Vs 15
They gave up their claims for freedom; Hope of Messiah!

Jesus Testifies to the Truth.  (vs. 38)
The Truth about Ourselves

In this Mirror, We See Ourselves Clearly…We look a lot like Pilate.

1. We Claim to be Strong, but We are actually so Weak.


Pilate had all the trappings on power, pomp and pride.  He 

Spoke strong words, used sarcasm, Judgment seat…


But He is getting pushed around by everyone.


AFRAID of Jesus, Caesar, Priests, crowds, Failure…


App – Confess, We are Weak, but He is Strong!

2. We Know what is Right, but we Do What is Wrong.


Three times Pilate declares, I find no guilt in Him.


YET he has Jesus scourged, humiliated, crucified.


“Where are you from” = He knew there was something





Different, desirable about Jesus


App – You know this morning that you are in wrong path.



You know Who Jesus is; what He has done…



What will you DO?

3. When Confronted by Jesus, we Try to Avoid Choosing.


Notice how Pilate shuffles back and forth between Jesus and


the Priests.  Represents what is going on in his heart…

Double Minded; Two faced; Trying to avoid Decision!


App – Finally, he is forced to Decide.

The Truth about Jesus

The Truth of His Innocence – Three times, “Not Guilty”

· Behold the Lamb of God …  last week.

The Truth of His Glory
(18:32 – what kind of death)

Jesus kept saying that the Cross would be His Glory!

· As we Behold the Man; witness His rejection, suffering, humiliation; we find ourselves convinced that He is the the Truth; King of Israel; He is the Son of God; He is not Judged by us, He Is The Rightful Judge of all mankind!
