Judging Jesus





John 18: 12-28
Intro:
He came to His own and those who were His own did not


Receive Him.

John 1:11

t/s – Isaiah said (The Messiah) would be despised and rejected.


Trials that lead to Cross are formal fulfillment


Why do people reject Jesus?

· They Pre-Judge Jesus and thus never honestly asses.

· The Prefer the Status Quo of their lives.


t/s – Maybe this is so for you today?

John 18: 12-28
(like a beautiful tapestry… depth and detail)

Read with Comments

Vs. 14

John reminds us that the Religious Establishment has 

already made up their mind about Jesus.



Annas – The Real Power… removed by Romans in 15;




five sons and Caiaphas his son-in-law followed.

· Jesus had turned over his tables in temple!
Caiaphas - Story of John 11: 45-53 (post-Lazarus)
· Fear that Jesus would upset the status quo and provoke the Romans to take their power away --- our place and our nation.

· It is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish… from that day on… plot to kill!


Point = This is Pre-Determined… a Done Deal!



Ill – A Kangaroo Court – Leap to pre-determined…

Vs. 18

Peter is afraid of a slave girl, distancing himself from 

Jesus, literally.


t/s – weaving trial of Jesus and denial of Peter together

Vs. 19

How many, Who are they, Where are they ---



Do I need to be concerned about an uprising?

Vs. 23

Inappropriate for Jesus to be asked to self-incriminate.



In proper trial, witnesses for and against should come.



Jesus is exposes the corruption of justice by asking, 



“Where are the witnesses?”

Vs. 24

Only official High Priest & Sanhederin could condemn



The other Gospel account describe that trial…  Really



Just waiting until morning so they could condemn Him.

Vs. 27

Jesus warned proud Peter of this…The best man failed!



(we will see a beautiful restoration in the end!)

Vs. 28

John’s use of Irony….
· On the surface, the religious leaders were concerned about ritual purity, cleanliness.

· In reality, they were orchestrating the execution of an innocent man!

      Matt. 23 – Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites!

Blind guides; clean outside of cup; whitewashed tombs

t/s – What is the point?  What practical truth is gained?

Key is the last word of vs. 28 – Passover
Jesus is Innocent.
Exp – This is the fundamental Theological purpose of the text.


Jesus was not guilty of any crime; in fact, He was faultless,


Blameless; the perfect Lamb of God.


“Passover” = John 1:29 – Behold the Lamb of God….



Exodus 12 – A lamb unblemished as sacrifice…


1 Peter 1: 18-19


Paul, 1 Cor. 5:17 – Christ is our Passover Lamb!
ILL – Clint Eastwood film (1992) Unforgiven

young outlaw in tears struggles with killing a man, “well

I guess he had it coming.”  “We All have it coming, kid!”

App – Jesus is the exception… He was the Perfect Son of God.


He is our Passover Lamb

Jesus is Innocent; and  We are Not!
Exp – Sometimes I try to imagine reading this story for the first time.


I might be searching for someone to stand up and do the right 


Thing; won’t someone speak the truth, show some courage…

· Officer of the Court is violent

· High Priest is Corrupt and self-serving

· Crowd is just curious

· Peter is afraid and John is silent


Honest – I see myself in them all.

ILL – Henry David Thoreau was a great American writer and thinker.

He died in 1862 at age 44 of tuberculosis.  On death bed, his 
aunt Louisa asked him if he had made his peace with God.


“I did not know we had eve quarreled.”


Transcendentalists – Rejected need for  Cross as Atonement 


convinced of inherent goodness of people
App - This is the Gospel:  Jesus is Innocent and I am Not.


Believe
And
Repent

Jesus Is Innocent; We Are Not!


Guilty, vile and helpless we; spotless Lamb of God was He.


Full atonement, can it be?  Hallelujah!  What a Savior.

Prayer

Invitation = The Status Quo of your life is not sufficient.



You are a Sinner



You need a Savior, a substitute



Jesus is the Lamb of God!
