John 17: 20-23




One

Intro:
Last week we read the first two parts of the prayer of Jesus


in John 17 – He prayed for Himself and His disciples…


Remember, it is so deep and so dense… a overwhelming!

· A Model for Praying – Keep; Sanctify and Glorify!


(I hope you tried that this week)

t/s – Jesus prays for us --- those who believe through their word

John 17: 20-23

Vs. 20 – The power of the word --- Scripture, Testimony, Gospel…



Jesus looks to a future of some duration

Vs. 22 – “Glory” = Grace and Truth; Triumph through suffering

To make the complex a little easier to grasp, a simple approach:

WHAT

WHY

HOW

What:  Jesus Prays that we be One.

Exp – one of the best ways to understand Christian unity is to consider what it is NOT.

Union

formal affiliation with other, but no common heart



External, Hierarchical, denominational, ….



ILL – Two chickens tied at the legs and thrown over




A clothes line may have union, but not unity!

Uniformity
Everyone look alike; think alike; act alike…

Unanimity
Always in complete agreement on every issue and topic



Believe as I believe, no more no less



That I am right and no one else, confess;



Feel as I feel, think as I think,



Eat as I eat and drink as I drink;



Look as I look, do as I do



Then I’ll have fellowship with you!


Body; Family; Stones…. Diversity

Unity

Vital, Inner Connection or sharing… ONE

t/s – We come to understand Christian unity better by asking…

Why:
For the Sake of Our Mission

Exp – our text is marked by two clear purpose clauses, “So That”


Vs. 21 – So That the world may believe that You sent Me

Vs. 23 – So that the world may know that You sent Me



And Loved them
ILL – Brian Burchfield’s sermon….

a) Love lost people (social ministries) so they will know that the Gospel is real and true!

b) Love Each Other!

App – Our Unity is Missional --- Franklin Graham…

t/s – Our Unity is Missional and Christological…

HOW:
Vital Connection with God in Christ

Exp – Vs. 21a and 23 a --- The mystery of vital union in Christ.


John 1: 1-4


Vine and Branches… Abide in Me.

Unity does not come by focusing on each other ---


--- unity comes by drawing near to Jesus in vital walk.

Ill – Think of the disciples in the boat… near each other;


Because they were following Jesus!

App – By this we know we have passed from death to life…


…because we love our brothers!

Conclusion:  Jesus prayed that they may all be one.


“The unity envisioned in this prayer is not institutional;


But it is meant to be observable!”  D.A. Carson

Isaac Watts – dissenter….father imprisoned by State Church…



700 hymns… When I survey the wondrous cross


Hymn # 524 – Love Lord; Know God…March with me!
