John 13: 1-17


“Why did Jesus Wash Their Feet?”

Intro:
My sister in law has a pattern of coaxing my brother, a high 
school principle, into telling a story.

· Tell what happened in the hallway last week…

· She actively listens… and adds details she deems important… “Don’t forget what the police officer said”


t/s – John, inspired by the Spirit, writes his Gospel years



after the others….  To Add some important details.


One such detail, only recorded by John, we are about to Read.

The Others tell us that the disciples were fussing about who was most important, highest in rank, as they entered the upper room for the Passover.  They were worried about who would get the best seats…  Stubborn refusal or self-centered oversight; not one of them moved to wash the feet smelling of the filth of the city streets.
t/s – Only John tells us what happened Next.

John 13: 1-17

I kind of hate to mess up this story my twisting it into a sermon.

Why Did Jesus Wash the Feet of His Disciples?

To Express His Love for them.

Exp – Vs. 1 – mentions his love, total and complete love.

· ….Because their feet were Dirty!

· Love Moves to Meet Needs!

Ill – Jesus washed the Disciples’ feet for the same reason a


samaritan man washed the wounds of the Jericho traveler.

App – Love takes action to meet needs!


John learned the Lesson


1 John 3: 16-18

To Provide an Example for Them to Follow
Exp – Vs. 3 – speaks to a theme of farewell discourse… Absence.


Jesus washed their feet to prepare them as Servant Leaders

Vs. 12-17 
Giving Preference to one another in Love.

a pattern of the exercise of religious power and position.

· I know more; a rank higher; I am better; SO, exclusive, arrogant, divisive behavior & disposition, exalting self…

ILL – Pope Francis has established a pattern on Thursday before 
Easter… washing the feet of twelve people…

· Objections…women, non-catholics….  

· Jesus made a gesture, the service of a slave, a servant," he said. "And he leaves this inheritance to us: We need to be servants to one another."
App – “Follow Me” = Live like Jesus  (servant love)


Again, John grasped the truth…  1 John 2: 3-6

To Display the Gospel

Exp – Vs. 4-5 parallel the redemptive work of Jesus..


Glory; Incarnation; Ministry; Crucifixion…


Vs. 6- YOU is emphatic… Lord, You my feet??


Vs. 7 – We all should realize it now


Vs. 8 – If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me!


Peter, Humble yourself and accept My Cleansing Work!

ILL – Alexander MacLaren on this text…


“…NO cleansing without Christ, no Christ worth calling


by that name without cleansing!”

App – Jesus must be embraced as more than an Example!
· Why would a person craft a false Jesus without Cleansing?

· Like Peter…. Pride…  Maybe others, but not me!



If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me
Inv.:  Hymn #136 – Are you washed in the Blood?
