In This World (4)

“Our Helper”

John 14: 16-17

Intro:
I did something unearthly last week --- nonterrestrial, weird.

· I flew in a plane.  Have you ever thought about the stuff that holds you up?

· Air is a force --- pick up a mobile home; stop a tractor-trailer rig; drill a well…  lift a commercial jet…

· We cannot see it or smell it; but we experience it.


t/s – Bible talks a lot about Air--- Ruach (ot) & Pneuma (nt)



Breath; Wind; Spirit…  theme of John



John 3 – Born Aain by the Spirit


John 4 – Worship God in Spirit and Truth


John 7 – From innermost being will flow rivers…

t/s – Tonight, Jesus calls the Spirit of God by a new name to help


His disciples understand His role and they live In This World.

John 14: 16-17

Note:  A theme in the Farewell Discourse…  14:26; 15:26; 16:7


1 John 2: 1-2

Read them All; then Read 14: 16-17 Again

Who Is the Helper?

(note “Who”; not “What?”--- He, not It)

Exp – The word, “paraklatov” = One called along side of


Comforter (KJV) – Comfort has come to mean, “console”





A little to soft and sentimental…


Counselor (NIV) – Remember… a court room, not a couch


Helper or Friend = So we do not stand alone… 





A friend with real ability; connection!


Advocate = a legal metaphor… standing beside us in court.

Note:
“Another” = another of the same kind… Like Jesus!

ILL – So the Christian has Christ as his paraclete with the Father; and


The Holy Spirit as the Father’s paraclete with us.

App – Holy Spirit is not an add on luxury --- essential heart of Gospel

Where is the Helper?
Exp – Jesus affirms two realities about the Holy Spirit..

In fact, He makes an emphatic promise…



I Myself will ask the Father; and He Himself will give

1) The Holy Spirit is With each Disciple.


The twice repeated promise stand in contrast to the Departure


of Jesus.  I am leaving; but He will be With you.


To the World, this is nonsense…  Reject becaseu they cannot 
see, hear or know Him!


Ill – My little brother has an imaginary friend… “Bill”



Talked; played; sometimes Bill joined us for supper


Notice the emphasis on his faithfulness… Forever & Abides

2) The Holy Spirit is Within each Disciple.

Holy Spirit lives and works within.  And will be IN you.
· Asking Jesus into your Heart



Gospel is promise of Christ within, changing,



Helping, working in the person of the Spirit.

The Helper is the Spirit of God living and working with each disciple.
Why?  What Does the Helper Do?  (more later, focus here)

Exp – Jesus emphasizing two aspects of the Spirit’s work within

1) Present Helper who gives us strength.



Vs. 12 – Greater works than these, because I go




(Part of Redemptive work!)

2) Present Helper Who Guides Us in Truth.


Vs. 13-14 – Asking in His Name; His glory


Vs. 15 – Obedience…

Dangers --- Deceived or Discouraged…  Helper!

Concl:  The Boys in Israel --- Run ahead.. ease back to my side.
