In This World (3)

“Love Obeys”


John 14:15

Introduction

Imagine your sister with a swollen lip.  She is wearing sunglasses to cover her black, puffy eye.  When she finally admits that her husband hit her, she explains.  “He has a terrible temper, but he loves me.”

· Sister, This is not how Love Acts.

Imagine a man claiming a son’s love for his parents.  Yet, they are neglected and ignored.  He almost never visits.  He is spending their savings traveling on the holidays.
· This is not how Love Acts.

In Israel, we drove past the place where Samson lived.  You remember Samson --- Samson and … (Delilah).  “Oh, honey baby, I love you so much.  Do you love me?  If you really loved me you would tell me the secret to your strength.  As she binds him with cords; new ropes; weaves his hair… 

· Samson, you big ignorant lug; This is Not How Love Acts!

T/S – Love is more than Words and Emotions.  Love, real love, 


Acts like love!  Love is patient-does not act unbecomingly

Did you realize that what is true for love is family relationships is also true in our Relationship with Jesus?

How does Love for Jesus Act?

· Emotion – Tears; warm fuzzy feelings; passion and panting with eyes closed in worship…

· Words -   Say, Pray, Sing of our Love for Jesus
Love must be More stable than Emotion; more reliable than Words.

ILL – A anonymous hymn as old as our nation…

I love Thee, I love Thee, I love Thee, my Lord;


I love Thee my Savior, I love Thee, my God:

   I love Thee, I love Thee, and that Thou dost know;

But how much I love Thee my Actions will show!

How Do we Act when we really Love Jesus?

Obedience.  
Love Obeys.  Obedience expresses our deep love.
ILL – Remember the story of king Saul.


Commanded by the LORD to destroy the Amalekites.

· Instead, spared the king and kept the best.

· Oh Samuel, I have done what you said; and I am ready to offer some of this very best of the very best to worship the LORD!

· The LORD would have enjoyed your obedience more than your worship service.  To Obey is better than sacrifice!

We express our Love for the Lord in Obedience.

John 14:15

Note:  “In This World”  Life as His Disciples… take time to


Focus on this one powerful sentence….

John 14:15

Note:  Jesus makes a bold claim of exclusive devotion.  I Am


The LORD.  Love Me with all your heart…

John 14:15

We often hear this sentence as a…

A Commandment

Exp – “Keep My Commandments” is heard as a call to keep the rules.

An Imperative; a command…  While I am gone, Obey!

Like what momma says to the kids when she is leaving.

App – Problem is that the grammar here is not imperative, command.


This is a conditional statement that neither assumes the 


Disicples’s Love, not assumes they do not love.  Jesus lays out 
a condition, then simply states the result, the reality.

· Jesus is simply stating a Fact:  When people really are loving me; they are obedient.

t/s – It is Better to understand this as an…

An Indictment  (an accusation, a charge of guilt, exposure)

Exp – Your talk is cheap.  No matter how much you say and sing and 
pray about your love for me… if your life is not marked by 
Obedience, your claims to love me are a farce
ILL – “Peter do you Love me?”

Peter was on the Sea of Galilee Fishing… back to his old life.
· Call to follow and fish for men; changed name to Peter, leader; when you have been restored, strengthen your brothers.

· Peter was avoiding his calling; falling back into his old way of life; in short, he was in rebellion… Disobeying Jesus.


You claim to love me.  I wonder.  Why are you not doing what 
I called you to do?

App – Do you love Jesus?


Imagine Jesus looking you in the eye, He knows everything 
about you… your talk, your actions, how you live on the 
weekends, treat people…“Do you love me?”

If you love me, you will keep My commandments.  

Best embraced as A Promise
Exp – Jesus states a spiritual and moral reality.  The man or woman 
who deeply, consistently and sincerely loves Me Will live a life 
marked by Obedience.  Life of a Disciple is not a life of


Legalism, but Love.  Not rule-keeping, relationship with Jesus!


Love the LORD and Love your Neighbor… better than 
sacrifices and the source of keeping the whole Law!
Ill – Orthodox Jews still today can list every law, every rule they are 
obligated to keep… some eliminated because no Temple; 613
App – Live in Love with Jesus.  If you love Him, Obedience will flow.

Concl:  But, How can we make ourselves Love Him?  (Heart)



John thought a lot about this… Old man…



Go Sit at the foot of the Cross       1 John 4:10, 19

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

We love, because he first loved us.

