He Has Visited Us #4
“To Forgive Our Sins”

Luke 1: 76-78a
Intro:  Tell the Story of Luke 5 – Four friends bring a paralyzed man


Removed tiles from roof and let him down in front of Jesus.


“Friend, your sins are forgiven you.”

·  Surprise… Outrage… Pharisees, “Only God forgives sins”  Today, “Can’t you see this man is paralyzed!”

t/s – This unexpected twist, focus on Forgiveness of sins is 
Foreshadowed in Zacharias’s song about the Savior.


(advanced hint of what’s coming… anticipation)
Luke 1: 67-79
Review:
Luke starts with Zacharias and his song. 

(theological frame for the birth of Jesus… OT context)

Christmas comes in a Dark world to Disappointed people.

He has Visited Us (Intervened) for Redemption and Salvation. 

Last week - Redeem Us and Set free by a price paid (blood)…  

Free from Bondage; Free FOR Service.

Today, Salvation
READ

“Salvation” is the focus in two parts of this song.  Deliverance, Rescue
Vs, 69 – A strong Savior in the House of David…  Messiah as Military

Expectation = Save us from Roman Occupation… 

Political problems, economic needs, social justice…

A King like David to restore the glory of Israel…

t/s – But Old Zacharias knew better… he shifts focus…

Vs. 76-77
John will prepare the people for Jesus by declaring


Their need for a Salvation that consists in the 


forgiveness of their sins.



Jer. 31 – New Covenant… Law in Heart… all know Me




For I will forgive their iniquity; and their sin




I will remember no more

Our Great Need is Forgiveness of our Sins.
· To a people devastated by Babylon… Jeremiah says

· To a people dominated by Rome… Zacharias says

· To a man paralyzed by disease… Jesus says

Jesus brings Salvation consisting of Forgiveness of sins.
Ill – Matthew 1: 18-21  (Name him Jesus = Savior…. Why?)


For He will Save His people FROM THEIR SINS

Our Great Need is Forgiveness of our Sins.

Most everyone agrees that we need a Savior… Saving…
a) Saved from social, political or economic problems

b) Saved from the sins of the Other People…

We Need to be Saved from OUR sins.  I need Saved from MY Sins.

ILL - Jerome died in Bethlehem 420 AD (Translated Bible to Latin)

Spent Christmas Even in Bethlehem … finished translation

Jerome, “What will you give me?”

My translation? (no)  Fasting, possession to poor, hermit

Give me your sins.  I came to take away your sins.
Forgiveness = To release, to Let go…


Chains falling off; Burden cut loose; Barrier Lifted

Our Great Need is Forgiveness of our Sins.
Have you Ever Admitted that?  Owned this truth for Yourself?
John prepared people for the Work of Jesus by calling them to repent of Their sins…  Preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
 (Luke 3:3)
Confess, “The problem is ME”

a)  People aware of their great need for forgiveness flocked to John asking for Baptism… I need forgiveness.

b) People who thought they were righteous --- the problem is someone else --- Romans, Herod, other party or sect… They opposed John… We need a Savior… but not for OUR SINS!

Our Great Need is Forgiveness of our Sins.

t/s – One More Step… Vs. 77 – Knowledge of Salvation…
Knowledge = Awareness of Salvation offered; Insight into Salvation…

    EXPERIENCE of Salvation consisting in the Forgiveness of your Sins

ILL – Funeral for June Drabek Tuesday (EJ, May 2003…members 1969)


Often imitated, never duplicated; Drabek and Hill…

June and EJ Drabek had been in church … knew about Jesus.

Pastor JC Siglar (Crown Heights) and an evangelist visited their home.  They asked Jesus to save THEM… They Experienced His Forgiveness.  

Knowledge of Salvation by forgiveness of their sins.

Our Great Need is Forgiveness of our Sins.

Jesus was Born to bring us Salvation by the forgiveness of our Sins.

Have you Experienced Salvation by the Forgiveness of Your sins?

