He Has Visited Us #2
      “Tis the Season For…”
      Luke 1: 57-79
Intro:
Now you know… the rest of the story.  (Mary spent 3 months)
Luke 1: 57-66 with Comments.
All that time to think about what he should say…
Luke 1: 67-79

Notice His Focus on Jesus

Zachariah’s song is almost all about Jesus.  Nine verses into twelve verse song before John is even mentioned!

·  IMAGINE!
It is not about You.  It is not about Yours.  JESUS.
t/s – Step back and take a broad view… Tis the Season for….

Reflection

Exp – In two ways the text calls us to Reflect… 
Ponder; Think Deeply; Meditate.

a)  Zachariah’s nine months of Silence
b) The Narrative Pause… Song before story moves on

Ill – I like News on NPR…. Musical interludes… time to think

App – Memorize the story; a hymn; paint a picture; Walk…
Wonder

Exp – Matters too deep for prose. Finally Comes the Poet!  
Depth, complexity, Emotion….  Struggle for the words.


Hymn #80 – “Let all mortal flesh keep silence”  Vs. 1 




5th Century from Eastern Church

The wonder of the Incarnation Fills marks many Christmas songs with Questions:


Do you hear what I hear?



What child is this?


Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Saviour?



Mary did you know?

t/s – Most of All…

Praise

Exp – Vs. 64 is Vs. 68…. What were Zacharias’s first Words?

“Bless the Lord!”


Ill – The stones will cry out


Ill – Silent Night was not good enough… Angels came to sing!

App – What are you expecting this Christmas?  (expectations)

·  Warm Feelings --- Might be Disappointed

· Family, Friends, Festivities --- Likely Frustrated

· A Season of Praise --- Satisfied

The birth of Jesus should be celebrated with Reflection, Wonder and Praise.
When I woke up from my nap this afternoon, I found my mind on Luke 2… After the Shepherds make their way to the manger.  They tell Mary, Joseph and others gathered what the Angels said and sang --- Savior, The Christ, The Lord!!

Mary, Pondered in her heart.  Others, Wondered at what they heard.

Shepherd went back to their fields, Praising God!
