He Has Visited Us #1
    “In the Days of King Herod”           Luke 1: 5-25
Intro:
Julie and I attended the Christmas show at the Civic Center

Kelli O’Hara was the star… show opened with the Chorale


Set the stage, set the mood, prepare the people for the Star.

T/S – Luke writes Gospel about the promises God has fulfilled in the Person of Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit moved him; and he did careful research, interviewed eye-witnesses; put together in an order that is logical, historical and artistic.  He writes about the Resurrection, Crucifixion, Teaching, Life and Birth (interviewed Mary).  Luke determined that the starting place for the story should be an old priest from the hill country of Judea name Zacharias.

We are going to spend this Christmas season digging deep into Zacharias’s Song (11, 18, 25).  Today, start where Luke’s starts --- Zacharias’s Story.
Luke 1: 5-25  (Read with comments; make one observation)

Vs 5
From a city in the Hill country of Judah.  Came to Temple on Holidays and two weeks a year with his division (8 of 24)

Vs. 10
Once in a life-time opportunity to minister at the Alter of Incense in the holy Place of the Temple; smoke rising up to the LORD with the prayers of the people.


(Not circumventing man’s will; but ascertaining God’s will)

Vs. 13
What was Zacharias’s petition.  For what was he praying?

·  A Son? Or a Savior?

He had given up hope of a son; and He was representing all of his people in this once in a lifetime moment.

·  I believe He was asking the Lord to send the Messiah!

Chiastic Structure gives focus to Angel’s Speech (13-17)
Vs. 15
Separated from normal life for God’s Work.

Vs. 17
Holy Spirit; Elijah; Malachi quote… Preparing Way for Messiah.

In announcing John’s birth and ministry; the angel has declared that the Messiah in coming soon!  This generation!

·  The Messiah is Coming; and your son will introduce Him!

Vs. 21
The Priest who burned the incense would come out; stand on 
the steps (up and in) and pronounce Aaron’s blessing.

Vs. 25
Attention and Favor for a woman who felt Neglected and Disgraced.

Next week, we will hear Zacharias sing about his son John; but mostly

about the Messiah, Jesus.  We do find some basic truth about the

LORD.  The primary colors that Luke will mix to paint picture of

Jesus.  Luke sets the Theological tone with this story…
The Lord is Faithful.
(for people who feel forgotten)

•
 Echoes of OT fill this Story

•
Zacharias = the Lord Remembers

•
Elizabeth = the Oath; Promise of God

The Lord is Powerful
(for a people abused by the powers that be)

•
 I am Gabriel – Strong; Man of God; Destroys wicked

He reveals the powerful Purpose of the LORD

The Lord is Full of Grace  (people who need what we do not deserve)

•
John = God is Gracious

He Looked with favor upon me; to take away my disgrace!

t/s – Primary Purpose is Theological.  But a Practical Lesson.
Their Lesson; then Our Mistake.
Christmas comes in a Dark World; to Disappointed People.

In the days of Herod, king of Judea…

This is more than chronology and geography --- a reminder of the

Cultural, Political, Spiritual climate of the Day… Dark, Devastated.

·  Herod was an Edomite; brilliant… depraved.  Immoral, Violent, Corrupt, Cruel…  Their King was imposed on them by Rome because they were totally defeated & Oppressed

…there was a Priest named Zacharias

· Righteous and Disgraced; Old and without Heirs.

· Tension --- Herod is rich and powerful; priest disgraced?!

Christmas comes in a Dark World; to Disappointed People.

Our Mistake = Try to eliminate Darkness and suppress 



Disappointment in order to have Christmas!

ILL – WikiHow… How to Get into the Christmas spirit?
1.  Decorate the outside of the house.

2. Decorate the inside of the house.

3. Put up a Christmas tree

4. Bake

5. Gather family and Friends

6. Buy Gifts

7. Watch a Christmas movie --- Rudolph, Frosty..

8. Play Christmas music

9. Go on a Light Tour

10. Open Presents

Christmas Season brings Christmas Pressure.  High Expectations clash with the realities of our lives --- Darkness and Disappointment.

Listen to old Zacharias whisper a truth that will set you free:

Christmas comes in a Dark World; to Disappointed People.

Christmas is only Good News for people who need Saving!  
The people who were happy with their lives, who liked their world the way it was; --- were the people who had no room for Jesus.  They shut Him out of the Inn and out of their lives.  

The people oppressed by the Darkness of the world and weary of their disappointing lives welcomed Jesus.

Christmas comes in a Dark World; to Disappointed People.

Christmas comes in a Dark World; to Disappointed People.
t/s – How to get Ready to Christmas?  Jesus?

1. Acknowledge the Darkness.  
2. Admit your Disappointment.

3. Turn to Jesus.

Friends may fail me, foes assail me; He my Savior makes me whole
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.
