Faithful to Share #2

“Our Story”

Titus 3: 3-7

I want to share a two minute clip of a song, Big Daddy Weave.  My Story --- Concert October 9 --- look for a beauty phrase…

Play Video

The kindness of Jesus that draws me in…  
When we really get to know Jesus, especially what He did for us on the cross, His kindness Draws Us In…  NT word… like fisherman’s Net.  This has been my prayer for today, “Lord, Draw people in to Jesus.”

What is your story?  When they put you in the grave, what do you want them to say about you ---- How to summarize your life?  I want to tell you my story in one sentence this morning.  I am going to be so bold as to suggest that my one sentence story should be your story as well.

Titus 3: 3-7

Simple Gospel… One sentence.  (vs. 3 – set up)
READ
(Let God speak to you)

t/s – Every story has three Acts…  Beginning, Middle and End
The Beginning (3)

Exp – Paul describes the life and character of people… SIN.

· Progression – disobedient, deceived, enslaved

We also…  This is the beginning of everyman’s story.


First, Admit your desperate need… Problem!

Ill – Jesus told a story about a Son – Disobedient, Deceived, Enslaved.


Everyone in and around the story knows that he is messed up;


Except him…  finally, slopping hogs; He comes to his senses.


“comes to Himself” == Sees himself honestly, accurately.

App – We all have the same beginning, the same problem… SIN.


Romans 3:23 – All
Romans 6:23 – Death

t/s – Act One – The beginning = Disobedient, Deceived, Enslaved


Just for fun, let’s skip to Act 3 – How does this story End?

The Ending – Act Three (5b-7)

Exp – The end describes the condition, the standing we can have.

Ill – Extreme Makeover on steroids! Or Clark Kent/Superman


The Bible uses some technical language.  To be Simple:

1) We are New (5b-6)


One single event/activity (one preposition, dia), 


The Holy Spirit washes us --- regeneration and renewal.


(Gospel Promise as old as Ezekiel… John’s Joy)


Paul uses baptismal language to describe inner Change!

2) We are Right (7a)


Being justified by His Grace… Made Right.

Legal Term = We were Wrong, Not Right, Condemned


Ill – you know that feeling… something is not right.


Your are correct… something is not right… You!

3) We are His (7b)

Hope of Eternal Life grabs our attention… Heaven.


More than Heaven; A new kind of life.. Heirs!


We are adopted as His Sons and Daughters.

Ill – John Newton had a story.  He began as a slave trader, dark.  He 
ended as an Abolitionist and Preacher, “Amazing Grace”


I am not the man I ought to be, I am not the man I wish to be,


I am not the man I hope to be; but by the grace of God I am 
not the man I used to be.
App – Is your story a story of Change?


How can this kind of change come? --- New, Right, His
The Middle – Act Two (4-5a)
Exp – He Saved Us.  I love the simplicity of this claim.


Saved us from what?  Vs. 3 – sin and its wages!

· Only one verb in first person (plural) – Not We Did!

· His Kindness, His Love, His Mercy, His Grace!

Appeared = epiphany = Shining as a Light



Only used in NT of Jesus… His coming and work


Luke 1 – Zacharias at John’s Birth



Jesus as a light shining on the people in darkness



Jesus = Birth, Death Resurrection – Gospel!

Jesus came to shine like a Light on my Darkness.  He Saved Me.

Oh, what a story!  What a joy to tell the Story.

I was disobedient, deceived, enslaved by sin; But Jesus Saved Me.  He made me New, He made me Right, He made me His!

Paul’s Story ---

I was disobedient, deceived, enslaved by sin; But Jesus Saved Me.  He made me New, He made me Right, He made me His!

John Newton’s Story

My Story.

Big Daddy Weave’s Story:  To tell you my story is to tell of Him
I was disobedient, deceived, enslaved by sin; But Jesus Saved Me.  He made me New, He made me Right, He made me His!

Is it your Story?
Say Amen?

What do I need to do to be saved? To Have that kind of Story.
It is not about what you do --- what Jesus does.  He died, He draws, He makes you new, right, His….

YOU, stop running (fear).  Stop resisting (pride).

Turn to Jesus; Trust in Jesus… Ask Him to Save you.
