Faithful #1

“Attend”
01.17.16
Heb. 10: 19-25

Intro:
God declared His intention to Bless Isaac.  He had, he was, he 
would Bless Him and make him a Blessing to all nations.
· Isaac wasn’t passive; he kept sowing seed and digging wells.  He digs a good well; and the Philistines claim it.  He calls it contention.  Next, hostility.

· Finally, Rehoboth – Room, a Broad Place


The LORD has made room for us to be Fruitful

t/s – The Lord has given us room to be Fruitful.  

2016 hold strategic importance in the history of QSBC.


Thousands have gone before us making sacrifices to bring us


To this point --- New Worship Venue, The Hill…


The Lord has given us this room so that we might be Fruitful!

Do you know the key to being Fruitful?

FAITHFUL

This year we will focus on this character trait of the LORD.  He is Faithful --- Firm, steady, Reliable.  He keeps His Word.  We become like the One we worship.  We will grow in Faithfulness as we worship the Faithful One.  His faithfulness compels our faithfulness.

Faithful to Serve, Share, Give and Attend.

QSBC would be stronger if more would be Faithful to Attend.  Amen?

ILL – In southern Europe a church called The House of Many Lamps.


16th C. architect designed it without any light source ---


A receptacle at every seat for the placing of a lamp.


--  If someone missed a service, her place was dark.


--  If several missed, the whole room seemed dim.


--  The regular attendance of each person lit up the building!

Attend = from latin; to bend, to notice… more than just showing up.
· Attending physician; Accountant & books



To Attend is to Focus, to Engage, to actively participate

Commit to Attend all four Sundays in February!  (SS or Desks)

Hebrews 10: 19-25
(combined Faithfulness and Attend)
Preview
Summation of Hebrews; Work of Jesus and our 


response.  Jesus as better High Priest who gives access 

to God through His own sacrifice.



One long sentence… 



Moves from Past, present, future; Faith, Hope, Love….

READ

Note: 
Let us draw near with confident Faith


Let us Hold fast with unwavering Hope


Let us consider… Vs. 24-25… Our Focus.  Read Again.
To be Faithful to Jesus, involves being Faithful to One Another.

· Great Commandment in OT
· In worship, remembering your brother - Jesus
· We know we Love God, Love One Another - John
To be Faithful to Jesus, involves being Faithful to One Another.

We Attend Church in order to be Faithful to One Another.

ILL – Fewer people are attending church.


People who attend church attend Less Frequently.

· Affluence; Kids Crazy Schedules; No Guilt…


Barna Survey of weekly Attenders, “Why?”

· top four answers; 70+% of people… ME answers.


Helps me grow spiritually; Keeps me grounded;


It is the way I was raised
· Only 13% mentioned Other People!

When we focus on what we are “getting out of” church; we set ourselves up to be inconsistent.  
Focus on ME will make you Fickle; Focus on Others; Faithful!
To be Faithful to Jesus, involves being Faithful to One Another.

We Attend Church to be Faithful to One Another.

Hebrews 10: 24-25

Everyone Needs Encouragement. (25 b)

Exp – “Encourage” = key word in 1 Thes. – Support & Challenge.
· Arm around shoulder and Hand in the Back!


All the more as you see the Day drawing near

· We follow Christ in an hostile environment!

App – No one is so strong they can stand on their own.


He Who thinks He stands!  Discouraged, Deceived, Distracted
Everyone is Responsible for One Another – To Encourage (24)

Exp – Who is addressed?  Everyone who Draws near; who holds fast

· “Stimulate” = provoke to love and good deeds

App – NOT, How did I like it?  What did I get out of it?


Who did I Encourage?  Which brother and sisters were out?

We Gather Together to ATTEND to One Another. (25a)

Exp – We cannot Encourage the Brethren unless we Gather with them

Consider = To notice, to Observe Carefully


NOT, “Let us consider How to stimulate one another…

Consider One Another!

Notice; Observe One Another… our English Word, “Attend”



Small Groups

App – What are you Attending?  


I am attending Worship?  I am Attending Bible Study?


I am Attending Church! (observing, noticing my brethren)


We Gather in order to Attend to One Another!

To be Faithful to Jesus, involves being Faithful to One Another.

We Attend Church to be Faithful to One Another.

ILL – Where is your brother?
(question from LORD to Cain)

If you resist or resent that question, You are not right with God.
