Follow Me; No Excuses



John 21

Intro:
Last week we finished the Gospel of John… Believing Thomas

· One more time… I promise… Next week… Family.

· Epilogue – concluding part that adds details… looks to the future… balances Prologue… “In beginning was the Word”

t/s – A Third account of a Manifestation by the Resurrected Lord.


(Easter evening to disciples in shut room; then with Thomas)

Tell the Story of John 21: 1-14


Daybreak after a night of unproductive fishing on Galilee.


Peter, John and five others in the boat, 100 yard off shore


“You haven’t caught a thing, have you!”


Breakfast… Holy Hush… In the presence of the Lord…
Read John 15-22

Believers Follow Jesus.

John turns us to the future with the simple call of Jesus:  Follow Me.

Vs. 19 – a present tense verb….. Keep on Following Me.

Vs. 22 – an emphatic pronoun… YOU Follow Me.

Believers Follow Jesus.

Follow is the Discipleship word… An Apprentice…

1. Live with Jesus (an abiding walk of fellowship/relationship)

2. Live like Jesus  (His love, truth, holiness on display)

3. Live for Jesus  (serving His purpose)

T/S – It is not a complicated Call, but we have so many excuses.

ILL – Moody Monthly Magazine… excuses for quitting as sports fan

· Every time I went to the game, they asked for money

· Some games went into overtime, I was late getting home

· The band played songs I had never heard before

· The seats were too narrow and crowded
Peter offers some common excuses; Reason we Hesitate to Follow…

What about My Failures?

Exp – Vs. 15-17 – The conversation clearly echoes Peter’s Failure.

· Charcoal Fire… warming himself at home of High Priest

· A Public Conversation… public denials

· “More than These”…. Peter’s boast…these might fall away

· Three Times…. Do you Love Me…. Three times Denial


A Full Formal Restoration of Peter to Service and Trust.


Notice the use of his full name in vs. 15… cf. 1:42

Ill – Julie and I did a marriage retreat for FBC Bartlesville…


… young couple came with question…


“Can we still have a testimony; honor Christ in marriage?”

App – Condemnation will keep you from Following.


Jesus took the initiative to Restore Peter… Leader was Failure!


Don’t use past Failures as an excuse to sit on sidelines.

What about my Friends?
Exp – Vs. 20-22… “turning around”…hints at a hesitation…

· Reference to John 13: 24-25… John’s special connection.

· Comparisons…. Jealousy… 


Will John’s Discipleship be as costly as mine?


Will John’s Life be more blessed than mine?

ILL – Swindoll used to talk about people who supported the


Equal Wrongs Amendment



Always comparing loss, hardship, disappointments

ILL – Human nature… seldom have one son a task or punishment


“What about my brother?”

App – The response of Jesus is Sharp… Aggressive confrontation.


“None of you business”  YOU (emphatic) Follow Me.

· Are you hesitating because of Comparison/Jealousy?

Believers Follow Jesus

1. Live with Jesus (an abiding walk of fellowship/relationship)

2. Live like Jesus  (His love, truth, holiness on display)

3. Live for Jesus  (serving His purpose)

t/s – Not complicated…  We avoid; confused…. Make excuses…

What About My Future?

Exp – Vs. 18-19 – Strong, self-willed, self-determining




Weak, Restricted, Controlled…


Follow Me --- You will Die on a Cross!
· That’s what I am talking about!


I will Lose Family Connection; Preferred Location;


Financial Security…


I will Lose Control!

Ill – I used to dread the song, “Wherever He leads I’ll go!”

· I wanted to establish some geographic and economic restrictions!

App – Notice the One Promise of vs. 19… You will Glorify God.


This is the only guarantee we get


It is the only thing that matters!

· If this is true; would anything else matter?!
Conclusion

Will you Follow Jesus?  Follow Me!


Live with Me; Live like Me; Live for Me… Glorify God!

No Condemnation; No Comparisons; No Control; No Excuses

You Follow Me!

Invitation:  Salvation; Call to Missions/Gospel Ministry….

