Excel Still More #18
“The Brethren”
1 Thessalonians 5: 25-28

Intro:
Potatoes and carrots in Paul’s garden…  

· Some in the middle of a big green healthy row, obvious and easy to pull or dig.  Others, small at the end of a row --- might miss if not careful, but still good in a pot of stew.

t/s – Let’s dig into the end of Paul’s row tonight.

1 Thessalonians 5: 25-28

One word is repeated Three times --- Brethren, Brethren, Brethren.

· In the earliest inspired Christian document; within 20 years of resurrection, the church uses Family language to describe their Life Together.

· You are the Brethren – not male or female… Family!


(Women were important in Thessalonica – Acts 17)

· Body of Christ – “Paul, why persecute Me?”


Brethren/Family Language – Ananias, “Brother Saul”

T/S – You probably take this “Brethren” language for granted!

Jesus makes us the Brethren, Brothers and Sister, The Family of God.

1. A New Identity


“Brethren” was used within Israel… the Jews… Ethnic Identity
· We are us and they are them!

· In Christ, We are the People of God… the Brethren.

· Rooted in Jesus’ teaching to call God Our Father!

2. A New Loyalty


“Brethren” speaks to our new Loyalty to Christ; AND, each 


other….  Matthew 12: 46-50
· Saved from Sin; Saved to the Family of God.


ILL – Only fight growing up… Picking on my brother.


He was my friend; but not my Brother.

3. A New Unity


Vs. 26 – “ALL the Brethren..” – Strain in the Family.



“Adjure” – strong language… mild rebuke…

· Love of the Brethren in Chapter 4

4. A New Dignity


Brethren is a word that gives status.  I acknowledge you as a 


valuable member of the family of God.


Vs. 25 – Paul values the prayer support of the brethren.




They pray for him?!!


Vs. 27 – All the Brethren should have access to Paul’s 


Teaching…  No one “Just do as you are told”

5. A New Responsibility


Paul gives every member of the family of God, All the 
Brethren, responsibility --- Pray for us; Hear the Letter.


The privileges are responsibilities!
John Smyth, “The differences in the churches of the separation”


1608 – If anything doubtful or false is delivered in tyme of spiritual worship, it is to be examined and censured afterward.”
The Priesthood of all Believers.

· Not every person is a free agent, self-sufficient, independent.  “Every man’s hat is his own church.” Winthrop Hudson

· Together, we function with Dignity and Responsibility.  All the Brethren – together, each one of us – can and should pray, hear God’s Word, hold each other accountable.  We are the Family of God.

It is remarkable, significant, maybe even revolutionary; that in this first Christian epistle Paul is addressing --- not the Leaders, not the Free Men only, not the literate or the wealthy --- All the Brethren.

Final Word --- The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ



From Beginning to End, it is All of Grace.

