Excel Still More #17

“He Will Do It”
1 Thes. 5: 23-24

Intro:
One of my most embarrassing moments happened in 1983.

My friend coaxed me into calling 3rd base in a prep game.


I am not a big baseball guy… unfamiliar with details/rules.


*  Tell story of making a call at 3rd… Out!   Safe?


I committed to something I could not Accomplish. Took a job 
for which I was not qualified I started what I could not 
finished.


t/s – I embarrassed myself.  I wish I had never started.

ILL – In 1953, Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzig Norgay climbed


29,000 ft. peak of Everest; for 40 years less than 18% success
· Now it is a well organized commercial enterprise.  Westerners pay up to $100K to climb with advanced Weather forecasting, help with altitude, fixed ropes and a personal Nepalese guide.
· Still, 50% Fail!


Imagine the disappointment… Spending all that Money, all the 
Time, your friends and family’s attention…  How was Everest?

T/S – Many Christians live with fear of that kind of Embarrassment or 
Failure.  What if I cannot make it?  What if I fail?  Don’t Finish


Prone to wander, Lord I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.

What if I do not, or cannot finish what I have started?
Review:  Two themes of 1 Thessalonians…

· Holiness or Sanctification  (Excel Still More)


How we ought to walk as to please God…

· The Return of Jesus… Begin Ready on that Day
Paul was sensitive to the pressure and fear this might foster.  So he ends letter with a Promise that sets us free from the Fear of Failure
Jesus Always Finishes His Work.

1 Thessalonians 5: 23-24
A Summary
A Prayer  
A Promise

Our Aim, our goal is staked out in front of us like a Mountain Peak to climb:  To be Blameless at the Coming of Our Lord Jesus.
· Eighth reference to the coming of Jesus!  He will return suddenly, like a thief in the night.  When we behold Him, We want to be ready to rejoice in His presence!
· Ready = Without Blame…Entirely (parts), Completely (whole)



Spirit, soul and body == every part of your existence.



(greek tendency to separate and minimize the physical)



Mistake to press for a precise theological definition…



Your whole life… heart, mind, soul and strength!
t/s – With this expectation, Paul makes his Promise…

Jesus Always Finishes His Work.
Vs. 24b - He will bring it to Pass == He will Do it!



To Do, to make, to cause, to create…


Ill – Pearl and I made a puzzle together…shapes and colors 

Show Mimi what you did… Yea, Pearl… You did it!



Secret:  I made the puzzle… (she dumps it out)

App – First sermon from 1 Thes. – His Work in You!

What Will Jesus Do?  What is the Promise?  (order in text)
1. Jesus Sanctifies Us.


Exp – To be set apart as belonging, connected to God.


Moral purity produced by our theological identity



Note:  The God of Peace Himself!


App – This is what God is doing in your life, in mine.
2. Jesus Keeps Us.


Exp – Preserved = to guard, to protect, to Keep



Note:  a passive verb… we do not keep ourselves.


App – Paul echoes the priestly prayer of Jesus (John 17)
3. Jesus Calls Us.


Exp – The Calling, “Follow Me and I will make you to become



Note:  Present Tense… He is calling you even now!


App – Jesus is more than a Recruiter; Maker of Men & Women
ILL – Remember when Jesus called the Disciples to get in the boat

And go to the other side of the Sea of Galilee…

· A Fierce wind and storm came up suddenly… Disciples were harassed, overwhelmed and afraid!

· Jesus, commands the winds and waves to stop… gets them to the other side!

· Twice… first, Jesus is Asleep.  Second, Jesus is Away.

Brethren, listen to the Promise.  Jesus will bring it to pass; Jesus will do it; Jesus will see to it.  He is not Away, He is not Asleep.  Jesus will get you to the other side.

Jesus Always Finishes His Work.
Conclusion/Invitation

Common Mistake:  I will come to Jesus when I get myself straight




And strong enough to follow through…




--  You cannot Do it.




--  Faithful is He who calls you; He can do it!

I did a word study I want to share with you… Moves to the Heart of the Gospel…  Blameless 

UnBlamed (amemptos) 
 UnBlemished (amomos).

· Jesus is never described as UnBlamed… He was blamed!


He was accused, accursed, assigned to a place with sinners
· Jesus is Unblemished; We are Unblamed… 2 cor. 5:21

He made Him Who was unblemished to be blamed on our 
behalf; so that We who are blemished might be unblamed in 
Him.
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found;
    Dressed in His righteousness alone,


Faultless to stand before the throne.

