Excel Still More #16

“Real Christianity”
1 Thes. 5: 16-18

Quote Text
Repeat
Today we come to 1 Thes. 5: 16-18.  After our walk through the letter, we should ask, “Why is this part so compressed?”

· Paul running out of space on the parchment?

· Timothy’s ship about to set sail and Paul out of time?

Compressed Language with Rhythm in word order… to be Read in Public Worship.

Memory.  Paul wanted the Christians in Thessalonica to Remember!

Read Together

(Memorize Together!)

t/s – now that you have memorized these verses.  I want to make sure 


you understand what Paul is saying.  

Two Common Objections:

Paul Does not Understand How I Feel.

Paul Does not take into Account My Circumstances.

ILL – Like produced in a Hal-mark Cards Creative Writing Room.

App – Sounds nice, but it is distant and disconnected from my reality!

The Word is not Focused on How We Feel?

Exp – We find commands focused on Behaviors.


Rejoice = the public expression of Joy (worship service)


Pray = Converse with God; Connect.


Give Thanks = not feel gratitude.. Voice It!


4:1 – How we Ought to Walk… Please God and Set Apart!

ILL – Malcomb Muggerige article on religious decline in Russia.

Easter… Christ is Risen.  Standing, “He is Risen Indeed!”


When I saw the Joy on their faces, I knew that they were right.

App – How do Christians Behave?  What do they Do?


Complain & Criticize

Rejoice; Pray and Give Thanks!

The Word is Connected to Reality.
Exp – 1 Thessalonians is an “Occasional” Letter!  To Thessalonica

Acts 17 - A Persecuted People --- Family Rejections; Public 

    Humiliation; Legal Attacks and Economic Losses!


1 Thessalonians 1:6
Ill – Conference with three speakers…  all intelligent and articulate.

· One a professor; one young, talented preacher, just starting

· One a Pastor for over 30 years…  Connected to my Reality.

App – You know this text in the Context of Real Life, Real People.


“Encourage” used eight times by Paul in this letter:


Concerned – Discouraged… Sad, disappointed, disconnected



(Feelings, circumstances make them stop…)

T/S – Not about how you feel and not some disconnected, unreal


Sentimental saying…  Read Again.

Rejoice all the time; Pray constantly; Give Thanks no matter what happens to you; for this is the way God wants His people to live, people who know Jesus.
The power, the part of the text that provokes us, is in the adverbs.  We expect the verbs:  Rejoice, Pray and Give Thanks.  What grabs our attention and challenges us… Always, without Ceasing, Everything.

ILL – Nothing special to see a candle burning; but, if it continues


To burn when the strong wind blows… Remarkable.

Precisely Paul’s Purpose… A Stubborn, Remarkable determination to keep our Focus on our New Identity, our New Reality in Jesus.

Vs. 18b – Not a throwaway line… obligatory ribbon on package.



Bring feelings and circumstances into Focus


Examine them in the Light of the Cross of Jesus!

Paul is not calling us to deny our feelings or minimize our situation.

Bring your feelings and your circumstances to the Cross.

Rejoice

Pray 

Give Thanks
