Excel Still More #15
   “Quench Not the Spirit”
   1 Thes. 5: 19-22

Intro:
John the baptizer called people to repent and prepare…


He will baptize you with Holy Spirit and Fire…

· Idea of Spirit as Fire… Purification; Power and ever Spreading Influence in the World Took!

1 Thessalonians 5: 19-22

We often react to this text based on our past experiences in public worship… Charismatic gifts.  This is usually forced into the framework of 1 Corinthians.  Let’s let it speak on its own.

Read Again in Diagram.  Read each Line with Comments

The Spirit do not Quench

A command to allow the Holy Spirit to have His way in your life and in the life of the Church.

Ill – Fire Suppression system… immediately put out fire.

App – The Heart of the Gospel Promise…Kingdom Reality!


The Spirit of God is Living, Working and Ruling in Us!

Prophecies do not Despise

Prophecy = The declaration of the mind of God in the power of the 

Spirit --- Regulated by the Body.


= An intelligible spoken message whose content is from the 

Lord.

1. Prophecies, not prophets… words or message, not person.

2. Despise = Reject disdainfully


The Person with the Message refuses to Deliver It. (Jeremiah)


Fire in my bones….


The Person with the Message is forbidden to Speak (Amos)

Little indication of How this Happened at Thessalonica (be careful)

Allow the Holy Spirit to Speak through God’s people to God’s People.

t/s – Obviously, Prophesy lent itself to Abuse... Selfish manipulation

BUT Examine Everything (Test all things)
But = a hard contrast… Do not quench is not a call to accept every

        Message that begins with, “the Holy spirit Laid this on my Heart”

Examine/Test = Luke 14:19 for trying out a team of Oxen.



Evaluate Carefully!

Hold fast to that which is Good; abstain from every form of Evil.

Note:  KJV – Appearance of Evil…

Note:  The good is singular; but evil has multiple forms.

Ill – Clement of Alexandria, “Become Approved Money-changers”


Quickly discern between Real and Counterfeit.

How can you Tell?

Example = 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-2, 5, 15

1) The Spirit guides us into Truth…Discernment

2) The Body Protects us from Evil (Generations)


(Listen to a Teaching in a congregation setting)

3) The Authority of Scripture

Application

God still Speaks to His Church through the Spirit.

God’s gives the Church a capacity to discern the Truth.

We most often Quench the Spirit by refusing to Speak the Gospel.

