Excel Still More #14
“Live in Peace”

1 Thes. 5: 11-15

Intro:
I volunteered to watch Pearl one Friday a few weeks ago.
· Peaceful morning with my coffee and papers while she plays in backyard

· Sweet Pearl is a disturber of the Peace!

T/S – A simple Commandment… Live in Peace with One Another


Live in Peace…
A difficult Challenge in itself.


Live in Peace with One Another…  Can seem near Impossible

Live in Peace with one another
(not a wish/prayer…Command)

READ 1 Thessalonians 5: 11-15

We are Called to Live in Peace with One Another.
What Peace is not…

1. The Absence of Conflict


Exp – This text assumes a certain level of conflict; issues;



Tension between groups… people.  (Leaders/Body)


Church is Family and Families deal with Conflict!


App – Be Careful with Conflict; but NOT Afraid.

2. The Product of Perfect People


Exp – If we could get rid of the troublesome folk…
· Unruly = undisciplined, idle, disorderly

· Fainthearted = Worry, Fear and Discouragement

· Weak = Moral; or, Economic/Social… Slaves


Ill – David’s Army… Family with no other choice.



Distress, Debt and Discontent… He became captain!

3. Easy


Exp – Vs. 14 – Patient = Long –Suffering (not abiding under)
· Suffering Long with People, not circumstances.


(The People will wear you Out!)


Ill – challenged you to run up stairs, across balcony and down



What if I first tied your legs to 9 other people!

We are Called to Live in Peace with One Another.
What Peace Requires:
(Note:  Verbs Dominate… Hard Work)

Peace Requires the Effort of Leaders.

Exp – Primary quality of leadership is a willingness to Serve.


Vs. 12 - Work Hard

Accept Responsibility (Charge = manage; lead, Care for…)


Give Instruction  (Tell you the Truth; even when it Hurts!)

Note:  Focus on Function/Work, not office/title.

App – You Might be Called…  Pastor; Leader  (Deacon/SS)

· Prideful focus on Position and Privilege violates Peace.

Peace Requires a Church Family Who Supports Leaders.

Exp – Acknowledge Leaders and Vs. 13 – Esteem Highly in Love.

a) Because of their Work.
b) Because we are Called to Live in Peace.


Team does not acknowledge Leaders… Anarchy.



(Band; Team; Platoon; Ship… )

App – Prideful resistance or resentment of Leaders Violates Peace.

Everyone is Responsible for the Peace of the Church.

Exp – Notice Who Paul is addressing in this text… vs. 12 & 14

Brethren = not just leaders; Ever member of the Body.



Who admonishes the unruly?



Who encourages the faint-hearted?



Who Helps the Weak?


The verbs and objects are left intentionally vague; thus,


Giving the whole community a sense of pastoral responsibility.

Ill – Jacob brought his family home; Esau wanted him to come with 
400 mounted men.  You go on ahead… I have family and 
livestock… some young and weak.. my pace is slower.
App – Not only accomplish our Mission… Together!

Peace depends on Grace.

Exp – vs. 15 – More than forbidding retaliation; extending Grace!


Assumption:  You might be hurt by people in the Church.



Do not react by doing evil to them



Respond to their Evil with what is Good for them.


Do not give people what they deserve; 



Give people what they Need!

When we Live Together in Peace, We display the Gospel.

Paul opened the letter with “Grace and Peace”  God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
· Grace provides Peace in our relationships with People.

· Grace provides Peace in our relationship with God.

I am so glad that Jesus gave me what I needed, not what I deserved!

(Cross)

