Excel Still More #10

“Oil for the Heart”
1 Thes. 3: 11-13

Intro:
I have been looking forward to this morning, this paragraph.


I believe we will find some Truth that will set your free.

1 Thessalonians 3: 11-13
(Read text first… your observations)

· Read Three Times; Once in Unison

Notice Two Basic Aspects:

1. A Transition


…from personal relationship to the heart of the letter; 
Exhortation (arm around shoulder and hand in back)


Vs. 11 – I love you and want to see you again.


Vs. 12 – Preview of Chapts 4 & 5 … How you Ought to Walk
· Love; each other and everyone.

· Holiness

· Ready for the coming of Jesus
2. A Prayer

Before Paul Instructs, Corrects, Challenges… OUGHT


He Prays for them.

ILL – My Dad believed in the power of WD-40


Story of his decision to raise us working… station.


“Put some oil on it!”


In Prayer, Paul puts some oil on them before he goes to work.

T/s – specifically, Paul prays for their Hearts.


The Heart is the Heart of the Matter.


I am wasting ink; Timothy is wasting his time; if your hearts


Are not ready to receive and respond.

Vs. 13 – “…He may establish your Hearts…”

Jesus Can Change Your Heart.


(Holy Spirit like Oil)

Establish
To make something or someone Stand... Strengthen

to make fast, upright and immovable


Picture – An old man with a cane; Anchor for a Tent.



Presupposes weakness; laziness or under attack


To make you stand without blame, in holiness before God.

HEART
The Heart is the central organ of our physical lives.



The Heart speaks to the center of my Life:




Emotional; Volitional; Mental and Moral Life.


Who I am; who I really am on the inside.



The part where my motives lie and my conduct 


takes shape…  The Hidden springs of my personal life.

The Bible talks a lot about Our Hearts


OT
Refers to the Heart over 750 times



Gen. 8 – the intent of man’s heart is evil (first time)



Love the LORD with all your Heart….



Trust in the LORD with all Your Heart…



The heart of a person is deceitful… impossible to know



I will give you a New Heart  (stone for Flesh)


Jesus
Blessed are the pure in Heart



Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also



Out of abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks



Honor Me with your lips, but your heart is far from Me

Paul
…Our foolish hearts were darkened..



Stubborn and unrepentant Heart


For with the heart a person believes, resulting in 


righteousness…

Prayer that their Hearts would be made to stand blameless before God.  Built on this Truth…

Jesus Can Change Your Heart.
ILL – Heart Scan… Technology to produce a picture of Heart Health.


Some will give you a score…  (calcium deposits)

What does your Heart Look Like?

(Search me O God and know my Heart…  Psalm 139:23)
· Soft/Hard

· Hot/Cold

· Clean/Filthy

· Love/Bitterness

Are you ready to stand before God?

God Judges the Heart (not outward appearances)

t/s – Paul mentions the Heart four times in 1&2 Thessalonians.


Three of the Four times he is in Prayer.

Only Jesus can Change a Persons Heart.
ILL – Niece runs Cross country --- Fans standing with advice…

Run!  Run Faster!!

App – This Fall dig into Paul’s Encouragement… Ought to Walk.

Challenge:  Pray this prayer daily for yourself and one other.
Lord, cause me to increase and abound in love for my brothers and sisters and for everyone.  Establish my Heart without blame in holiness before God our Father so that I am ready for Your coming.

Jeremiah and Hosea, “Plow up the hard soil of your Heart!”

Jesus Can Change Your Heart.

This brings us to the Heart of the Gospel:

· The weakness of man.



Our Hearts are sinful… ought…can’t


Slaves of Sin.

· The Power of Jesus.



Jesus can Change Your Heart.

The Hill
Breakfast
1. Thank You



Ray; Leaders and all present

2. Important



Strong Position to Pursue our Mission.

3. Participate



Everyone Praying


Everyone Understanding (What and Why)



Everyone Participating (Commit Something!)


His Glory in our Unified, Sacrificial, missional Obedience.

As We Give Together….


The Church will be Strengthened for Her Work.


You will be Blessed (developed in faith & Faithfulness)


The Lord will be Glorified



(Remarkable!! --- Tell the people; Pray; They give)

Lead in Prayer

