Excel Still More #8
“Standing Firm in Faith”
1 Thes. 3: 1-10

Intro:  Show video of Pearl…  

· Just as a person develops, matures physically, emotionally and intellectually… Our Faith develops, matures, Grows.

t/s – Paul is anxious to Complete what is lacking in your Faith


To cause to be in a condition to function well.



Matt. 4:21 – Disciples Mending nets (preparing)



Gal. 6:1 – Restoring a brother who falls

Faith Used five times in ten verses…


Not about entry into the Christian life (Trusting Christ/Past)


But about Walking in Faith, Practical Everyday Faithfulness.

Read 1 Thessalonians 3: 1-10


Comment on the history, geography…. Apply Principles

Encourage and Strengthen the Faith of Another (Real Brother or sister)

What Threatens Faith?

Exp – “Disturbed”; Labor in Vain; Not Standing Firm; …

Concerned that their Faith would falter in Practical ways.


Their faltering Faith would hurt Gospel Advance; THEM!

1. Isolation or Division


Vs. 1-2 – Paul staying alone was an extreme measure!



Timothy could “strengthen and encourage”



Vs. 6 – Division from Paul was a fear…


App – He who separates himself, seeks his own desires.

2. Affliction


Vs. 3 – Persecution…political, social, economic, family

3. The tempter


Vs. 5 – Paul just mentioned satan…accuser and tempter



This is a spiritual battle!

What Strengthens, Builds, Restores, Prepares Faith to Stand Firm?

1. Fellowship


Vs. 2 – You can be God’s Co-worker to strengthen and 


Encourage the Faith of a brother.


ILL – chicken or egg argument



Isolation and Faltering Faith go together


App – People with a Solid Faith come to church a lot!



People who come to church a lot have a solid faith!

2. Instruction


Vs. 3-4 – Paul appeals to what they KNOW… He taught them.



Rest of letter is continued Instruction



Note:  Instruction as Realistic Expectations!

3. Prayer

Vs. 9-10 – Notice Paul’s Prayer 

· Consistent – Night and day keep praying

· Earnest – Intensity and desire and petition

· Spiritual Needs – “Faith”…Faithfulness!

Conclusion
ILL – My Dad has two buildings full of tools.


He has worked with his hands all his life… small and large.


Amazing variety of tools…. Sizes and shapes… special tasks.

· 90% of his work involves a hammer, pliers, a bigger hammer!

In our work, Making Disciples, these three tools…


Fellowship; Instruction and Prayer

