Excel Still More #8
“Keep Your Bearings”
1 Thes. 2: 17-20

Intro:
Kurdi family tragedy … northern Syria


(greatest refugee crisis since WWII)


Abdullah telling story of drowning deaths of His wife and two 
young sons…  Literally torn away from his by the waves!
t/s – Paul uses strong emotional language to describe his attachment


to the brethren at Thessalonica


Taken (Torn) away from you = A sudden, violent loss



Children orphaned or parents bereaved

Context:  Paul forced to flee in the night.


Sustained desire to return and continue…

Marked by deep emotion and strong vocabulary.
Why Does Paul feel so strongly, deeply for these people?

1 Thessalonians 2: 17-20
(Read with comments)
Vs. 17

Play on the word “Face”

Vs. 18

Paul’s on going desire to come to Thessalonica



“Hindered” == military tactic of cutting ruts in road.



“Satan” – adversary who puts obstacles in our path

· Paul’s physical health or political situation in Thessalonica… Jason’s Bond.

t/s – Paul explains why he is so deeply connect and committed

Vs. 19

A questions and an answer…  Who?  You!

t/s – To understand why the people at Thessalonica meant so much to 
Paul, we must understand His perspective on Life.

ILL – Friday morning walked out of 
Courtyard hotel room to get a 
cup of coffee and turned right.  Somehow I realized I was 
going in the exact opposite direction… Odd Feeling.


Found my Bearings  (signage)  

Find Bearings == Position or Direction in relation to a Fixed Point.




(Like North)

The Fixed Point of Paul’s Life was the Coming of Jesus.

His Coming = parousia = presence  (vs. 19)
Exp – Used to refer to an official visit by the Roman Emperor.

ILL – Arch of Hadrian stands today in Athens.


Fix roads; clean up city; music, parades, gifts..


… Put the city on the Map… built an entry Arch!


Latin – adventus
Greek Parousia
App – If Emperor came to Thessalonica…the Same!


Parousia of the Lord….  Jesus!

· He is Lord.  He is Coming!

The Coming of Jesus is our Fixed point of reference.  
We find our Bearings, our perspective and direction from it…

Two Ways to Find your Bearings in Life:

Shift your Focus from Now to Then.
Exp – This is the fourth of Eight references in 79 verse letter.


We will talk more details later…  For now, Focus!

ILL – an inscription in the main reading room of the library of 
congress quotes Tennyson, 


“…One far off divine event to which all creation moves!”

May not be so Far Off


One event to which all creation moves… Parousia

Ill - Gridiron Glory great metaphor for our society


So much work, sacrifice, time, focus… fleeting glory.
App – Are You Focused on Now…  or Then?!



Prosperity, Promotion, Position, Peers…


Last decision you made in light of His Coming?

t/s – The distinctive gift of this paragraph…
Shift your Focus from What to Who

Exp – Vs. 20 contains a surprise for many of us.


We expect the pronoun to be “HE” is our glory and Joy!


YOU – Paul works and prays with this Hope in Heart.



When Jesus Comes and He stands in His presence,



He will have some people standing with him.

· Joy (Rejoicing) and Glory (Crown of Boasting)

ILL – “you can’t take it with you”  


(material positions and the prestige of position)


You CAN take Them with you!

App – Who will be Present with you in His Presence?

· Fourth Grade Boys

· Families on your Block; People on your Floor at Work

· Whiz Kid Families; Apartment Dwellers….  (20 Years)

If you are grinding through your weeks with your head down, filled with the burdens of Now and What, you have lost your bearings.

Lift up your Head!  Set your Heart and Mind on His Coming.

Who will be Present with you in His Presence?

Chuck Swindoll used to tell a story about Thomas Huxley.

In 1869, Huxley coined the term, agnosticism.  He was an aggressive, articulate defender of evolution.  “Darwin’s Bulldog.”

Dublin for a series of lectures and debates in which he assaulted biblical Christianity.  Early morning hurry to catch a train.  He took one of Dublin’s famous horse drawn taxis and assumed the driver had been instructed as to destination --- Hurry!  I am almost late.  Drive Fast!  Driver shipped horse and took off…  Huxley noticed wrong direction.  “Don’t you know where you are going?!”

No, your honor, But I am driving very Fast!

