Excel Still More #6
“A Worthy Walk”

1 Thes. 2: 10-12

Intro:
I went to Falls Creek the first time in 1978, 13 years old.

· My friend, Clint, had an older brother so he knew a lot more than I did.  He said, “We don’t have to go to Tabernacle.  We can skip!”

· We hid behind cabin; then heading up the dirt road in the opposite direction…  Safety Patrol!

· Boys the tabernacle is the other direction, where are you heading?  Clint had to draw on his vast reservoir of older brother stories…  “We have some dates!”….

· After a long walk…  “Do you dates live at Dump?!”


The path we were walking did not FIT the story we were 
telling.  Our direction did not FIT our Destination.

T/S – This morning, Bible will confront every Christian…

Does the Way you are Walking FIT the Story you are telling?

1 Thessalonians 2: 10-12

Review:  Five previous messages… the Work in Thessalonica.

READ

Vs. 12 – “So That” = Paul’s Aim… why he suffered so for the church


In many ways, it is his purpose for this letter…

Three simple parts --- Imagine a giant balancing scale… See Saw

WALK

Exp – Walk describes our way of Life --- NIV, “Live Life”


Disposition; Direction; Values; Words; Actions…

· Christianity is about more than head or heart; think or believe… our way of Life… The Way!

ILL – Police Body camera to record every Action and Word.


Friend considering using them for all field employees…

App – Imagine review the recording of your body camera at the


End of the week ---  That is your Walk!

GOD

Exp – More specifically, our claims about God --- Theological TALK.


Call You – His initiative, purpose and presence




The call is past and present…  




Actively Following a Living Savior!


His own Kingdom – Rule; His power to Rule and Realm




Setting world right…setting Me right!


Glory – Already; not yet… Our Hope of Glory!

ILL – Is that an accurate summary of your Truth Claim?


Is that the Gospel; Your Theology?
(AMEN)
t/s – One End – Walk

Other End – Talk
Middle??
WORTHY

Exp – Wait, wait, wait one minute… No one is worthy of God!


ILL – William Carey’s simple tombstone (1834)



A wretched, poor and helpless worm;



On thy arms I fall!


“Worthy” does not mean living so as to Earn God’s Favor.

Paul uses Walk Worthy often… of Christ, of Lord, of calling
“Aksios” = bringing up the beam of the scales; equilibrium



Corresponding; appropriate; reasonable; suitable

The Way you are Walking ought to FIT the Story you are Telling.

Does the Way you are Living FIT the Story you are Telling?!

“So That” = this is Paul’s passionate Purpose… His burden, His Goal.



Like the Hopes that a father has for his own children.

a) So that we might experience the Lord’s Best!

b) The Gospel Advance Depends on It!

Does the Way you are Walking FIT the Story you are Telling?!

Three Questions for Self-Examination (based on vs. 12)

1. Is my life marked by a Past experience or a Present Calling?


Mission!  What is calling you to do Now?!

2. Do I live with a stubborn Joy?


Hope of Glory…  Rejoice in the Lord Always!

3. Is my life marked by Selfishness or Service?


James and John, “We want You to do for us!”

You misunderstand life in the Kingdom…  


The first are Last;  the Greatest Serve the Most;


…not to be served; but to Serve!

Does the Way you are Walking FIT the Story you are Telling?!

