Excel Still More #5

“Blameless”

1 Thes. 2:9-12

Intro:
Visiting with Dax about football coaches recording practices.

· Pressure – nothing would go unnoticed

· Promise – nothing would go unnoticed


Nothing Goes unnoticed --- People and God are Watching!

t/s – Paul repeatedly appeals to the witness of the believers and God.

1 Thes. 2: 9-12

Vs. 9
Paul was a tent-maker…


Gamaliel, “Fitting to learn a craft along with the Torah…”


READ Acts 18: 1-5

ILL – Boy ran into house to announce, “Dad’s Working!”


Ill – Seth at Wynona


App – Great Honor in and Need for Bi-vocational Pastors



--- Tent-makers…. IMB Emphasis!


Two-Fold Value:

1) Livelihood when there is insufficient support

2) Protects the Messenger from accusation of self-serving.

Vs. 10
We behaved/became (being) toward you… Character.


Three adverbs to describe their behavior

a) Devout – Pleasing in God’s sight (holy)

b) Upright – Right before other people

c) Blameless – No observable fault

Vs. 11
Three participles that define Paul’s Conduct (character)

Exhorting; Encouraging and Imploring


“Encourage” – 2:11; 3:2, 7; 4:1, 10; 5:11, 14

ILL – Gentle Arm around the shoulder and Firm hand in back

Vs. 12
We will unpack Sunday AM!!

If the messenger can be discredited, the message with be disregarded.

Our capacity to Influence others depends on the consistency of our Character!

Someone is always watching….

ILL – FCA Poster….. #18


David Dean’s father was running a camp… he was watching.


Head Coach of Valdosta State… two DII championships.

Someone is always Watching….

· Pressure

· Promise

